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Revisiting the Disaster-Stricken Areas  IWAI Hiroko

Report from the Disaster Area-27
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Ten years after the Tohoku Earthquake, the new Sanriku
Expressway is finally open to traffic. The Tohoku region
is strong and energetic. We visited Kesennuma Oshima,
Minami-cho New Town, Shizugawa Hotel Kanyo, Onagawa'’s
Hamaterasu New Town, Onagawa Nuclear Power Plant, and
Ishinomaki Sant Juan Bautista Museum.

Two hours after leaving Sendai, we arrived at Kesennuma.
As soon as I arrived, I was struck by the splendor of the
Kanae Bridge crossing Kesennuma Bay, and the Tsurukame
Bridge, which unites the city with Oshima Island.
Kesennuma, a new urban area along the bay, looked proud
and vibrant.

The waitress at the Hotel Kanyo in Shizugawa, where
we stayed, was cheerful and grateful, despite the many
hardships she had endured. 'l am grateful just to be alive,
thanks to the help of everyone, not just myself.” The sturdy
proprietress of the seven-story Hotel Kanyo, built on the
bedrock by the sea where the first and second floors were
completely destroyed, took care of 600 evacuees for two
months immediately after the earthquake. She has been
working sleeplessly and tirelessly, but she told us that the
real hard work is yet to come.

We also visited the Onagawa Nuclear Power Plant,
where only one of the three nuclear reactors that were
able to supply the entire prefecture is being restarted
after overcoming e o
opposition from the
local residents, and
the San Juan Bautista,
a wooden shipp
sent by HASEKURA
Tsunenaga, which
was damaged by the
tsunami and had to
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