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Making hotel guests happier through comfortable design

I design the interiors of guest accommodations, taking into account all the
movements of the guests. This field is very
interesting, because I set the scene for an
episode in the visitor's life. Hotel room design
has many possibilities from the standpoint of
price and the purpose of a short stay.

After the Japanese economy downturn,
the demands for true need increased. I feel
that the time of true design has come. I
will continue trying to make guests happy
through comfortable design.
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Construction training for students

Students majoring in Housing and Design at Gifu Women's University are
trained during project practice classes to plan, design and then construct a
building under the guidance of teachers and craftsmen. This allows them to
experience the practical building process, and to understand small details of
construction which may not be apparent when training is limited to drawing
plans.

Since 2004, students on this course have

worked on several projects, such as a studio

with a conventional wooden framework

construction, a thatched-roof rest house, a

bamboo gazebo, a student restaurant and a

restroom renovation at the university. All these

projects remain in use as university facilities,

providing a good opportunity for students to

learn about client needs and after care.
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My work is to inspect housing quality levels.
The Building Standards Law covers certain
levels for the plan and structure. I check the
quality levels to see whether homes properly
conform. Homes are very expensive
purchases and provide important functions
in order to protect our safety. I would like to
help people have better houses.
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Le Corbusier in my memory

When [ saw the restored Le Corbusier cottage in the Institute of Technologists,
an old memory flitted through my mind. In 1980, I went on a trip to Europe by
myself for the first time, and arrived in Zurich. There I saw a poster of the Le
Corbusier Center and decided to visit it, though it was not in my original plan.
Since the door of the building was closed, unfortunately, I was able to see only
the bright colors on the outside of the building.

In 1929, my father translated and published Le Corbusier’s book “Vers une
Architecture”. and the name of the

architect was deeply imprinted in my mind.

In those days, since the pictures were all in

monochrome, we could not see his unique

way of using colors. The interpreter who

worked for Le Corbusier when he came

to Japan to make a plan for the National

Museum of Western Art, said that Le

Corbusier surprised leading architects by

showing the plan using primary colors. Wb VED DAY TS ORBNE
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A house on sloping land

My architecture firm is small, and most of our projects involve working on difficult
sites, such as those with a unique shape, or sloping land. During my training days, I
was told "Even though the project seems difficult to solve, if you never give up, in the
end the best plan will come together like puzzle
pieces matching up." These words held true
during the planning of this project. i
This site had an elevation difference, and the limit B
of building coverage was only 30%. Throughout
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this memorable project, we worked together with WEETH D,

our client to match up their needs and the form,

and reached a successful resolution using a mixed =~

structure and a skip -floor plan.
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It's never too late to learn GHREICTE B — NTRFTFHIZHNTH

This past March, I turned 60, which we celebrate as kanreki. 1 have been planning
and renovating houses for others. One day, I saw a reflection of my desk in the
window, with so many papers and books, and an old woman beside it.

When I visited Seoul for the UIFA Congress
in 2010, I bought a small Korean patchwork,
called pojagi, which makes a very beautiful 7
ornament for windows, but is expensive because
it's handmade. In 2013, I started to learn pojagr.
It requires a lot of time and patience, but gives
me enjoyment.

This year, I bought a plane to create a smooth
cutting board. Next, I want to try making
woodcrafts.
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Practice of Toyota's "Kaizen Soul"

The meaning of a “kaizen soul” is:

1) Individuals have their own ideals.

(Individuals have their distinctive criteria for judging matters.)

2) Carry out stocktaking. (This clarifies differences from the ideal situation and
"muda," or waste, can be understood.)

3) Use a diagram to provide an idea if muda is  rass@sstTovota WAY) D%E

B e 1
DHENHZH  (HUELONMRMEN D 2 55

2) BUKEET 545 (H2NERLDERNYF
VEED)
(LEWHB K 51CED)

3) LEM- bR R2IT  GRlcd 59D

4) EVHRIESHNTES (RIS )

understood. l: 50 R=)VT o F Do 72D (F T —
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carry it through to the last. B
Kaizen is eternal + Wisdom is infinite. —
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Local revitalization organizations

After almost 40 years serving in the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government’s (TMG) Bureau
of Housing, I retired and started working
at the Town Creation Center, an affiliate of
TMG, as an editor-in-chief of the bimonthly
Machinami (Beautiful Townscapes)
magazine. I also contributed to several g
nonprofit organizations, including the ¥
Kyojuken (Lodgings Study Group), | -
Collective Housing Corporation Urban
Housing Workshop.

I'm working on a difficult problem for
disaster resilience.
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Workshop Living and Local Revitalization
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Reflecting on the 40th anniversary of my office

In my architecture school, I heard the name of alum Masako Hayashi, who was a woman
architect. I had great respect for her, and I hoped to join her staff. But she refused me,
because [ was a female. She said females might quit their jobs after marriage. I couldn’ t
understand it. If I were her, I would have helped other women become architects.

In 1974, I opened my own architecture office,
and we celebrated our 40th anniversary last
year. I have hired and educated more than 20
women over the years. They called my office “Iwai
Architectural School.”

In Japan, designing and building homes was
always the world of the carpenter. So it was
very hard for women to work as architects. I did
my best in Sendai, my hometown. It has been
meaningful and important.
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Design of industrial buildings

I went to my university architecture course via the Kethin Industrial Area by tram-car. I
looked at the dirty factories and desired to design good industrial buildings.

In 1960, after graduation, I began to work in the architectural design department of
a construction company. Japanese industry
had begun to develop. All over Japan industrial
buildings were needed. I designed many kinds
of factories, including mechanical, electrical,
chemical. For more than 30 years, until
retirement, I continued to design industrial
buildings. Now I regret to say that I cooperated in
the destruction of the nature of Japan.
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Contributing to AlU publications

[ am a member of the Association on Urban Issues (AIU), which was founded in
1978 when Japanese economic growth entered a new phase.

We scholars, civil servants, journalists and
others, meet 10 times per year to discuss
urban issues in an atmosphere like a salon.
Another yearly gathering is held in local
cities, and afterwards, AIU often publishes a
book on the issues considered. Among several
books published, I contributed an article titled
‘Following the cultural context of urbanism
—Reconsideration of community” in To Whom Do
Cities Belong?

Publications of the Association on Urban
Issues (AUI)
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Redesigning an atrium landscape

Shinjuku Park Tower is one of the most famous skyscrapers in Shinjuku, built in
1994 by Kenzo Tange. The design emphasizes the vertical. I recently redesigned
the atrium landscaping. We replaced the .

existing moso bamboo, because it did not fit
the environment due to a lack of sunshine.
To create a similar impression, we planted
hachiku bamboo. I designed a planter to
look like it was bamboo growing from the
ground. [ also chose a horizontal curved line
design to give an accent to this landscape.
I also added moss as ground cover, which
helps create a simple, modern image that
also follows the original.
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An environment for raising children

I conducted research on fishermen
and found a community festival
where sumo wrestling is done on
the beach.

Sumo wrestlers who strengthened
their bodies by fishing for years M=
raised their sons in the air from
the center of the wrestling ring.
It is said that this will ensure the
child’s good health in the future.

g & NS P Nz Hsl CIpl NV E S AR TR O
WMEh 5,

T OEE TIEFILER RIS H B ASRH
bbb, KTl Ktk Tk, RowH
I e A MiE R zRIL (L) Z50WTT
HEEN I TARE NI TEE N2 D H3: <,

RAEENCIEHA T [P =AREE) BTSN 5,
HEETIHRERZ 12t (B8 M-
Ty arxrpts, THIZ—KEigicE > 8%
DR Z T THEEE R ZHW R h 5 LERN
%@% W DON ERTIE L, HEO L

RS i fah g & E RS T )
WICHET 20, EOBHZEH TH S,

AT NL DRI T HNE DBREIZ D
<%,

BE EETF KUSANO Chieko

BRLER

Resolving to live with less

In 1958, I joined Hirose Kenji Architects. One of my jobs was designing the
Otsuka residence in 1962. I noticed the Otsukas had so few clothes, and
asked them why. They explained that they decided on how many items to
own, and every time they bought
something new, they threw
away something old. That way
the amount of clothing never
changed. I loved the concept, and
wanted to adopt it.

However, today, my house is still
like a lost and found filled with 50
years of clothing. This year, my
resolution is to finally adopt the
simple Otsuka lifestyle.

1958 4 4 A% SICLMEDE ARl
WFZEAS AFT,
SH—22., SH— 23, #/HE, -V
EETFlLolvfEES iz, HENMD LD
DT, S H—60 KIFEED BN T A
HYICE -, RBRIEHEGEZEAHOG. 7
P F— BERIKEDETILTELV,
KEHE TEDHRVOTHMT L., &H.
I—F 3 ARV 4K B—X—2 &L
o, il KICA-EcHES . TER
TN EEZ DD, HolzWhE
THO>TERYFMES D, THFE ! FAEZ S
L&S.) 50FERE->15. HULWcE DOl
7 EN TV B H

SARI ARG E T HRICE D T,

Bl BERF ISHIKAWA Yaeko

FDAFEICODWTIRYES>DTHB &

Looking back on my work

I worked for the Tokyo Metropolitan Government for 50 years. I devoted
myself to residential development, design of public housing development
and program planning in Tokyo. One of these is senior housing that is called
"Silver Peer."

After 1990, we built up to 10,000 units of elderly housing with systems for
confirming the health and safety of the residents by life support advisors. I
conducted a public survey of 5,000 elderly people and earned a Ph.D. with
the study on the survey results.

Silver Peer is an example of a barrier-free
housing project for elderly people. I hope this
system will be a model for senior housing in the
future. I continue to study it. I am also teaching §
about the importance of physical infrastructure P
in combination with support systems.
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Remodeling a century-old shop

There is an arrowroot confectionary store in

Yoshino-Nara that was built a century ago. §
I'm currently remodeling it, and although
it's not a tearoom, it is crowded with people.
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Planning good living environments

My husband and I have an architect office that focuses
mainly on houses and living environments. Planning
houses, resort cottages, conjoined homes for nuclear
families, and renovations all change with the times.
We visit traditional houses not only in Japan, but also
in foreign countries. We study the history, culture,
nature and surrounding environment, so we can think
about the future.

Recently, we began leading tours of a historical town
and cultural assets, as well as holding events about the
environment for children and adults in the area.
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Community palliative care center

I've been working on design and planning of residential, medical and healthcare facilities for a
long time, I've specialized in designing terminal care environments including cancer wards in
hospitals. I recently designed a new extension building for home care cancer patients without
life-prolonging treatment.

This new wooden one-story building was extended to the
existing main hospital. A lot of local wooden materials were
used, including cypress and cedar, to create a home-like
environment. They might help palliative care and solve other
problems, including pain relief for patients with cancer.

The building is composed of two wings, a multi-purpose day
room wing and medical examination wing for heart care.
The multipurpose day room with atrium is used for meeting,
eating, communication and other living activities. It connects
to the other wing and surrounding outdoor spaces openly.
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Harp recital in a woody hall
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Women students of monotsukuri

I'm working in the Institute of Technologists,
and my job is to manage our members such
as professors, students and office workers, to
carry out the best activities. One of the students’
activities is Japanese Kote-e, a mortar-relief with
Japanese plaster. This photo shows the climactic
scene of a battle on water between Oshi castle
and Toyotomi soldiers in the 16™ century. It was
made by a woman student.
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Expanding my world through riversides

I have been conducting activities related to waterways for almost 20 years. My first
step was winning a city planning competition for Connecting the Canals and Parks
in the Fukagawa Area, and becoming a member of UIFA. However, I was not as
interested in the waterfront areas then as I
am today.

Koto-ku, where I live and work, has many
kinds of waterways, like a canal, a river,
drainage canals, and the bay. I have become
more and more interested every time I found
new information, such as about the history
of flood control. I have started conducting §
lectures and field trips about these things,
including a tour to the city of Oyama,
Tochigi. Riverbanks have really expanded
my world.
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The past, present and future of my work

I have worked at a university for 40 years, and will reach retirement age
in two years. There are many books and data which I' ve accumulated in
40 years. The books about the women g 2
architects will not be thrown away. The @
collection of the picture-books about £/
housing, I would like to set up a cosy W
library and become the librarian there! | -
I would like to complete research on
earthquake disaster and local housing B
policy during these two years. Do I have @75
to continue research after retiring? I
have to take stock of my life in the past,
present and future in these two years.
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Collection of picture books of housing
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My present activities and concerns

I teach in the Structural Engineering Course, Nagasaki University. We
are developing professionals in the field of structural engineering. I seek
rehabilitation of communities from the standpoint of landscape through
joint workshops with residents, and
other activities based on research on
community structures and their changes.
I' m interested in the conservation of
traditional houses. I study the history
of life and space in traditional housing,
and their structural characteristics
associated with extension works, to
propose conservation methods in Japan.
I also study urban landscapes using old ; Sl
photographs, history of workers' housing (2#7—2>3v 70oE=2
design and so on. workshop)

/ Landscape
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My professional goals

I have been focusing on designing better working spaces for women who
work at home. I believe this has something to do with the meaning of life for
women, since it mirrors our times. After a long, feudalistic period, we have
finally realized gender equality and now, the nature of home design itself
is getting a lot of attention because of Japan' s low
birthrate. I would like my designs to enhance the
management of domestic affairs. Also, I would like
to emphasize the importance of space for children
with mental problems. In addition, I would like to
explore the architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright in |
terms of gender, since he has influenced my design =
techniques.

[ am participating in the Archives of Organic
Architecture, and studying the architecture of Frank
Lloyd Wright and women’s life spaces. I'm interested =
in why Ellen Key built the Strand Cottage, and L
opened it as a place for women.
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