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Marking a quarter-century milestone, UIFA Japon held
its 25th general meeting on July 1 at Nihon University.
Notable activities in 2016: Support activities in disaster
areas utilizing vocational skills (2016)
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Several major natural disasters occurred in 2016,
including the Kumamoto Earthquake and the debris
flows of Typhoon Lionrock (No. 10). We sent donations
from members and warm underclothes to the disaster-hit
areas. When we visited the town of Mifune, at the request
of the mayor we created a proposal for the UIFA Japon
Reconstruction House: Compact Residences for Seniors.
We also held a study and consultation session on housing
creation.

Action plan for 2017: Aiming to boost participation
and enhance collaboration

In order to boost member participation in activities,
we have created new activity groups. We have set
up 4 disaster support teams and 2 study teams, and
are encouraging members to join the teams they’ re
interested in. For the publication UIFA JAPON D’ AUJOURD'
HUI, we will create a column for members to share travel
stories and recent status :
reports. In commemoration
of UIFA Japon' s 25th
anniversary, adviser
Junko Matsukawa gave
a presentation on UIFA
Japon at 25 years, covering
the organization’ s history,
female architects’ activities
and disaster-area support
activities.
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Pritzker Winner Kazuyo Sejima Delivers Lecture Commemorating the 25th Anniversary of UIFA Japon UEDA Hisako
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On July 1, 2017, Pritzker-winning female architect
Kazuyo SEJIMA delivered a commemorative lecture
marking UIFA Japon’s 25th anniversary at Nihon
University, Tokyo. Over 200 students, UIFA members and
the general public participated.

[ first saw her name in a construction journal in 1991,
introducing her competition-winning proposal for the
girls' dormitory of Saishunkan Co., Ltd. in Kumamoto.
After that, Sejima became a darling of international
architecture. In 2010, she was awarded, with her partner
in SANAA, Ryue Nishizawa, the Pritzker Prize, often
referred to as the Nobel Prize of architecture.

Seijima and Nishizawa are renowned for their many
glass building designs, which blend with the surrounding
nature, connecting the inner and the outer spaces
naturally.

The 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art,
Kanazawa made Sejima's reputation unassailable. It
welcomed active use by the local community and still
has many visitors after 13 years. Kids look like they’ re
having so much fun there.

Sejima introduced many of her other designs, including
ongoing SANAA projects: rental housing (Kyoto), Tsuruoka
City Cultural Hall, (Tsuruoka, Yamagata), Nakamachi
Terrace lifelong learning center (Kodaira, Tokyo), Louvre
Lens (Lens, France) and the Hungarian National Gallery
(Budpest, Hungary). Sejima’s continued success is greatly
anticipated. (T)
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Sumida Hokusai Museum : ¢ Kazuyo Sejima and Associates
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Inujima Art House Project / A-Art House
. ¢ Kazuyo Sejima and Associates, "reflectwo”

‘ courtesy: Haruka Kojin (SCAI THE BATHHOUSE)
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Commemorative Lecture & Studytour
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Listening to Kazuyo Sejima's lecture, I realized it is
impossible to understand the reality of the buildings.
Although she showed photographs of many works, the
Rolex Learning Center in particular was impossible to
imagine. If you actually visit the site,

You will experience its unusual-dimensions. Because
she is a world-famous architect, I thought she carefully
calibrated all characteristics of her buildings to inspire
people. I was surprised beyond her intention there are
many unexpected usages and effects. (Y)

(Junior College of Nihon University : sophomore)
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It was very useful hearing the story of the architect
who was engaged in such designs as the 21st Century
Museum of Contemporary Art and the Rolex Learning
Center. Among the designs, I was very interested in the
way she unified 21 individually sloped roofs underneath
a single large canopy roof at the Nishinoyama House
complex, so the people living there live together
under the same roof. The lecture was an unparalleled
opportunity and I would like to thank her and all the
staff for allowing me, as a student, to listen to a series of
architecture and design theory lectures. (Y)

(Nihon University:senior)
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Study Tour of Sumida Hokusai Museum by Kazuyo Sejima
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Impressions by YOSHIDA Ako

Respected architect Yoshinobu ASHIHARA first
introduced Kazuyo SEJIMA by saying that there is “some
sort of genius in her work.”

Since then, I have been interested in her work. She
has continued to evolve, and become a world-famous
architect.

Sejima’s Sumida Hokusai Museum has a fantastic
outer skin with two deep slits, one from the ground, for
the community to use; and the other from the top, for
allowing a heavenly light to shine through.

During planning, she separated the
# building into four blocks — library,
activity rooms, souvenir shop. The
» ground floor is open to people from the
¥ community, who can easily approach it
% and look at the activities inside through
# large glass windows, without buying
| tickets.The 3rd and 4th floors, however,
¢ are closed to sunshine, making them
suitable for displaying the ukiyo-e

prints.

8 The excellence of Sejima’s work
achieves a state of art, which, like the
works of Hokusai, transcend time and
borders.
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Introduction to our activity groups.
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“Daredemo Photographer” Support Group
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“Dokodemo Café” Support Group
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Dokodemo means everywhere in Japanese. Because we
have gone everywhere in disaster areas to assist with recovery
efforts, we gave the name Dokodemo Café to our limited-time
cafes.
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The activities of Daredemo Photographer are activities
by people of Iwaizumi town. They started November
2011 and continue even now.

Slogans of their activities are;

1) Let’s record the process of reconstruction of Iwaizumi
town damaged by Tsunami in 2011 !

2) Let’s reconfirm the beauty of our town and strengthen
our community-power !

3) Let’s report the situation of our town now and inform
it all over the world !

We support this team and cooperate to realize their
slogans.

We are now trying to find the best way to support the
damaged areas hit by Typhoon 10 in 2016, for closer
connection with Daredemo Photographer.
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These Cafés were opened after the Tohoku Earthquake in
towns like Iwaizumi and Ofunato, which was damaged by the
debris flow; in a high school in Kazo, and in some cities in
Fukushima that were used as temporary evacuation centers.
We have tried to provide relaxed and positive experiences to
those who have been forced to live as refugees.

We also ran a Disaster Prevention Café during Disaster
Prevention Week in Tokyo, and have been engaging in
awareness-raising activities for disaster prevention and
reduction. I would like to try to create a place in which to
consider disaster prevention measures as an architect this
year. Also, in cooperation with other groups, we would like to
consider further support for Iwaizumi, which was affected by
Typhoon Llonrock in August 2016. (T)
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Activity Groups of UIFA Japon
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Housing Creation Study and Consultation Session Group IDE Sachiko
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KDWVWTERENTT LZ2E>MFIC LT IUIFA JAPON  housing creation study and consultation session in
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As the result of a comment from the mayor of Mifune,
Kumamoto Prefecture, we solicited proposals from UIFA
Japon members and created a booklet with proposals
for the UIFA Japon Reconstruction House: Compact
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Mifune.

Whenever there is a disaster in Japan, we immediately
go from all over the country to offer our perspectives as
architects. Participating in our study sessions, those who
are affected by disasters are expected to begin rebuilding
right away.

Our application for a subsidy from the Building
Education Technology Diffusion Center was accepted.
This year we plan to proceed with projects in Mifune and
Iwaizumi-cho with local female architects. We will review
the situation at each stage and consider requirements for

public expendlture support.
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In October 2004, the Niigata Chuetsu Earthquake
struck an isolated mountain area in which the village
of Hossue is located with a magnitude of 6.6. Many
villagers had to seek refuge for a long time.

UIFA Japon immediately set up a support team and
went to Hossue, which is how the team came to be called
the Hossue Group. We helped plan rebuilding efforts, held
tea ceremonies and other events, and started a female
group that opens every garden in the village to everyone,
with villagers and other supporters.

Today, we continue to support the village with a variety
of activities, including holding tea ceremonies, issuing
calendars, gardening and starting local cooking classes.
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The 25th Anniversary Issue Group
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For our 25th anniversary in 2017, we considered ways
to create a commemorative document that connects
all our activities over the past quarter-century with
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Revival House Design Group in UIFA Japon
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Compact Housing Plan

Activity Groups of UIFA Japon
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anticipated trends and topics in the decades to come.

This document of our activities is intended firstly for
our members, secondly for women architects, and thirdly
for all architects. In compiling it, we would like to review
the impact and meaning of these activities. It may also
be possible to use this opportunity to dig up materials
and episodes that were buried and to enrich our archive.
Above all, it is good that the voices and feelings of UIFA
Japon members will resonate in this history.

The contents will include: @ History, @ Membership
exchange, @ Holding and participating in UIFA
conferences, @ Support activities for disasters and
©® Research about women architects, which are all
interconnected. How can we all create a memorable
document of our activities and achievements over 25
years? This is our challenge.

R XD 2010
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The booklet Housing Reconstruction Design - A
Collection of suggestions for compact houses for the
elderly is a very interesting book in which we collected
some housing plans from various viewpoints, and
presented the booklet to Mifune Town in the Kumamoto
disaster area. I think having a minimum plan in accord
with local living is necessary in future, since it will be
able to change other plans depending
on people living in it.

From now on, we will collect more
plans from our members, and make
a close inspection, brush-up and
category classification, then we can
rebuild the collection of plans. We will
use it when we meet with the people in
disaster areas.

We will also enhance our activities
to include projects for apartment
housing and community housing.
Please join this group, and exchange
opinions via teleconferences, emails,
and other media.(M)
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Case Study Book “Enriching Human Relations: Japan's Collective Housing”
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In recent years, isolation and the erosion of community
awareness have become deep matters of concern, as have
the universalization of women's social advancement,
super-aging, declining birthrates, single householders and
family transformations. Our anxiety is the weakening of
these relationships. The change in the environment that
surrounds life is difficult to create alone due to efforts of
individuals and small families, and it is also difficult to
maintain our rich human relations.

ALCC (Alternative Living & Challenging City) was
founded in 1992. Housing should be comprehensive,
focusing not only on the supply of hardware and our way
of living but also on the relationships between people. In
2001 NPOCHC (NPO Collective Housing Company) was
founded, not for research but to put ideas into practice.

A small NPO has been tracking the growth of collective
housing for 16 years. For the first time, their efforts to
compile collective housing cases in Japan is now available
as a "blue book." Keywords are multi-generations,
diversity, and independent expandability. Every realized
collective house has an attractive personality, and you
can see views of lively life.

I hope this small book will be of interest to everyone.

For inquiries: https://chc.thebase.in/.
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After being greatly damaged by the April 2016 earthquakes,
Kumamoto Castle is not yet repaired, but the cherry trees
blossomed magnificently. The paths were closed for repair,
and from a distance we admired its invincible towers framed
by a blue sky.

The farmhouses of suburban Mashiki suffered terribly,
with the landscape changed completely. Mountains of debris,
families torn apart, life in temporary housing, the painful loss
of loved ones, the yearning for supporting hands — they have
not yet recovered.

A couple used to run a thriving restaurant, but moved to
Ubuyama to farm the land. They harvest crops close to a
famous springwater pond. They strive to fulfill their dreams of
making wine from vines they planted and turning an outhouse
into a restaurant.

Life is gradually
returning to normal
in nearby Minamiaso. &
A renowned French H
restaurant closed down
and its owners have
turned their skills and
smiling faces to running a g
sophisticated snack bar. ARAIDHL
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The landscape of the coastal areas of eastern Sendai, 6
years after my visit, has changed completely. Huge tide
breakwaters of pre-cast concrete block the ocean view.
There are only memorial monuments and a new evacuation
hill in the desolate land. One-size-fits-all houses in the
newly developed residential areas show no signs of life.
Where did people go? Is this really an ideal reconstruction?

The reconstruction support should include regionul,
and local community networks. When will there be a

consistency between infrastructure development and the
lost past? (T)

DG IV—TShEE  NL106 B3] NL A& Al A
W

2017 EEE2E 7818

5525 MRS X OGO S EENNEI TR BESHEE K
29 LR N HEEB R 5 67 BN SIH SR O
G eEnEMy 7 —4Efl  NL107 SHRECmHR S

W A T ¢ TEHE%  Karen Severns I L CW 2 EE Lz,
WIERESCHEE GEELYD T8l M EA, Y S5

WiBIROFROFEL LM E G5 BVE GHE)  SEEREBA
ErA—MUiitic B3 % NRAGHER T ORI
Z “RIK - BUK OBRRTED TWERT (8 ZA%E. @
PELOVHIHEE? (B8 SHELL7 VAL THEE> T
FIH THZHWI (MIT) HTOWICEE S I HAR
72 2 MAEZROESHTC & 7D L EERD S (CFD
Congratulations on the 25th anniversary of UIFA Japon. May
you continue to inspire future generations with good design
and devoted volunteer work. (Karen Severns)



