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The 10th Metropolitan Disaster Prevention Week Exhibition and Miracle TV Report
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In 2013, when the scars of the Tohoku Earthquake
had not yet healed, it was essential for those of us living
in the Tokyo metropolitan area to work on disaster
prevention ourselves in order to survive and recover.
The "Capital Disaster Prevention Week" that started
with such a thought has now entered its 10th year.

From 2020, due to the Covid crisis, the event was
forced to go online. This year it was held with a small
group live and online.

Miracle TV carried a report on August 27th about
Iwaizumi Town's "Dare Photo" activities and the years
of "Dare Photo News," as announced by Ms. Matsukawa,
Ms. Morita and Ms. Miyamoto. It was reported that
"Dare Photo News" was initially created for contact
purposes, but has served as a tool for communication
with the affected areas and also serves as a record of
recovery.

On September 3rd and 4th, a photo exhibition was
held in the Memorial Hall, titled “10 Years After the
Disaster - UIFA JAPON’s View of Iwaizumi Town'’s
Reconstruction,” which had been touring last year.
It lasted for a day and a half, but the visitors to the
Memorial Hall were enthusiastic about the exhibition,
and the questionnaire included many messages of
enthusiastic encouragement for Iwaizumi Town.
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Through three special tours and interviews, we hope to
provide readers of this newsletter with an opportunity to
consider the present and future of apartment complexes.
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Tour of the UR Housing Complex History Museum (Hachioji):

Viewing an exhibition on the transition of housing complexes together
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The Urban Renaissance Agency's Housing History
Museum in Hachioji, where UIFA JAPON held a tour
about 5 years ago, will be relocated to Akabanedai next
year. So a tour was held again on March 10.

The Historical Exhibition of Apartment Complexes
includes restored "family units" and "single units" of the
Daikanyama Apartments of the Dojunkai Foundation,
which built Japan's first full-scale RC apartment
complexes in Tokyo as part of reconstruction after the
Great Kanto Earthquake (1923). It showed a 2DK unit
(dining room, kitchen, and 2 rooms) in Hasune Danchi,
a 3K unit terrace house in Tamadaira Danchi, a low-
rise apartment complex with a private garden in each
unit, and units in Harumi high-rise apartment buildings
designed by Kunio Maekawa. Visitors commented, "The
ceiling height of the high-rise apartment in Harumi is
2.26m, so it is low but it has a sense of openness due to
the use of glass in the fanlight."

In the KSI (UR-style skeleton-infill) housing wing, we
observed the results of the pursuit of "variability” in
the renewal of facilities. "I worked for a remodeling
company and wanted to use it for training new
employees," a visitor commented.

In 2019, four buildings of the former Akabanedai
housing complex, including the Star House, became
the first housing complex to be registered as a tangible
cultural property (building) in Japan, and the interiors
of the units of the historical housing complex on
display in Hachioji will be transferred to the UR Town
and Life Museum, which will open in Akabanedai next
September to display the history of urban living and to
orient visitors to the future.
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Considering the Future in Light of the History of Apartments and Condominiums
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Living in a Condominium Half a Century Later
-Ask Dr. Nobuko OGAWA November 3, 2022-.
Interviewers:MIYAMOTO, USUI, IDE (editors)

1. Please tell us how you chose your current residence
Before I moved into this, I lived next door to Yasuko
ICHIBANGASE and Nobuko NAKAHARA in an apartment
on the same Mejiro Street. I bought my current
condominium in 1973. When I asked Noboru KAWAZOE
about purchasing a house facing north, he said, "If you
are aiming for welfare architecture, this room might be
suitable for you to watch people enjoying the sunlight.”

2. Please tell us about the efforts of the management
association of this condominium.

There are many issues related to changes in
regulations since the time of construction and to
maintaining the performance of the apartment complex
as required today. The management association here
has formed a "100 Year Committee" under the board
of directors, an advisory body to study architectural
issues, and has also outsourced work to a professional
consultant who provides building inspections and
advice.

3. Please tell us what this condominium is thinking
about for the future.

[ also participate as an architectural expert on the 100
Year Committee. The name was given with the intention
of taking the opportunity of seismic reinforcement of
this building, which was built under the old earthquake-
resistance standard, to maintain it is 100 years old.

4.You have lived here for a long time, how is your
comfort level?

It has been 50 years since I moved in. I have continued
to live here because of its closeness to my work and
convenient transportation. I have a few acquaintances
here, but I do not get along with the residents that well
and live a typical city-dweller lifestyle. I am still able to
get by without long-term care insurance.
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A Short History of the Toei* Aoyama Kitamachi Apartments
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Postwar public housing began in 1945, starting
with the construction of emergency housing for
winter to cope with the destruction of more than
half Tokyo's houses, which were destroyed by fire in
the war. Construction of the Toei Aoyama Kitamachi
Apartments, which we visited this time, began in
early1957, and it is now being rebuilt as a super
high-rise urban complex and a private-sector project.

* Toei: apartment complexes owned by the Tokyo Metropolitan
Government
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The Role of Architecture and the Environment in Fostering Community
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The Mysterious Image of the Place

On October 17, 2022, I participated in a tour of two
metropolitan apartments, one before and one after
reconstruction, organized by UIFA JAPON.

The first place we were shown was the former Toei
Aoyama Kitamachi Apartments. All the residents had
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moved to new buildings, and although there was no one
there, it was as if we could see people interacting with
each other in the open space between the buildings.

A Space with no Human Habitation

Next, we visited Kita-Aoyama 3-chome Apartment,
where the residents of the former apartment had
relocated. It is a high-rise building with the residential
units arranged in a square shape around a common
area. Each of the three levels had a vaulted terrace with
benches as a space for interaction.

Creating a New Community

Aoyama is a prime location. The vacant lot created
by the consolidation of buildings was thoughtfully
designed to include the surrounding area, creating a
comfortable space with landscaping and plantings.
Stores and restaurants have also been built, creating a
new local community. I thought that new interactions
could be created while utilizing this environment.
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Toyama Association of Architects and Building
Engineers Made a Study Visit to the Disaster-
stricken Areas in Tohoku. KIYOMOTO Taeko
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