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B UIFA Japon 2007 General Meeting

The 15th annual General Meeting of UIFA Japon was held
at the Center for the Advancement of Working Women in
Tokyo on June 23, 2007, with the attendance of 23 members
and 31 proxies. The president, Nobuko Ogawa, paid tribute
to the 15th year of the organization and spoke about her
hopes for promoting the Japan chapter’s activities overseas,
as the 15th UIFA International Meeting will be held in
October 2007 in Romania.

Kazuko Masamune acted as the master of ceremonies, Ako
Yoshida and Takako Funatsu were signatories and Atsuko
Yasutake was the secretary. Kikuko Yamada reported on our
activities in 2006 and Miki Morita and Towa Iida reported
on finances. Yumiko Higashi and Yoko Kuriyama reported
on their financial audit, and all was approved. The 2007
activity schedule and the income and expenditure budget
were approved as well. Kayoko Yamamoto was designated as
a general affairs committee member, replacing the late Eriko
Kawasaki, a contributor to UIFA Japon who passed away this
past March. We prayed that her soul may rest in peace.(A.T.)
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Commemorative Lecture by Kiyonori Kikutake

Women and Architectural Culture
Kayoko YAMAMOTO

World-famous architect Dr. Kiyonori Kikutake was the speaker
for this year’s commemorative lecture. Among his best known
works are his own home,
the Sky House, as well as
the Edo-Tokyo Museum,
the Administrative
Building of Izumo Shrine
and the Peace Memorial,
Malaysia and Marshall
Island. In addition, he has
designed for numerous
expos in Japan, including
the Aquapolis floating
pavilion system for the
International Ocean
Expo '75 in Okinawa,
and the Opening/Closing
Ceremony stadium for
I the 1988 Nagano Winter
S R R Oy
] His lecture covered a

wide variety of topics,

100 2V from the planning of cities

j— = to familiar residences:

upgraded houses, tower
cities, marine cities,
tree-shaped houses, an
international competition
in Peru, and the Amazon
Topical Zone Research

ZHEH Institute. The theme that
most strongly interested
me was related to the tree-

|9SHERR A =10 shaped houses. According
N < to Dr. Kikutake, in this
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housing plan, it was
necessary to plan multifamily housing of 20-25 on four or five
floors, with open play spaces for children in the center.

Though he talked about the devices that make a community
in such a multifamily housing, unfortunately his housing plans
have not yet been realized anywhere in Japan. In recent years,
it has becomre more important to incorporate the viewpoint of
children into community designs and to consider the security of
play areas. Moreover, the number of urban crimes that children
are involved in continues to increase. Considering these points,
especially in Japanese urban areas, it is indispensable to create
play areas where the people in the community can keep an eye
on the children.

Dr. Kikutake illustrated his ideas and feelings through
discussion of his many projects. By telling us behind-the-scenes
stories about the Osaka World Exposition project, we heard
surprising details of people’s disagreements and desires for this
magnificent national event. In contrast, for an international
competition in Peru, he proposed Japanese traditional open-
style houses and stressed the strong points of Japan’s traditional
architectural culture. In addition, talking about the research
institute built on artificial land in the Amazon tropical rain
forest, he discussed the importance of Japanese rice cultivation.
Dr. Kikutake believes that the Japanese should create a new
kind of Japanese rice that combines new genes from the Amazon.

After the commemorative lecture, UIFA Japon held a social
gathering in which Dr. and Mrs. Kikutake participated. He
answered many questions from UIFA Japon members about his
lecture, and engaged in a lively discussion. Some members also
expressed their expectations for his future activities.

In the commemorative lecture, Dr. Kikutake shared not only
his philosophy and his many work experiences. We hope he
will someday publish these in order to help advance a more
widespread understanding of architectural culture.
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My Work — UIFA Japon in 2007 Work, Activiies and Lives
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To mark the 15 years since UIFA Japon was established in 1993, as well as to promote communications and publicize our
activities to the rest of the world, we have designed a showcase entitled My Work — UIFA Japon in 2007. Over 40 members

have written briefly about their work, activities and lives.

The articles were then categorized into women who work in

residential design, urban design/community and education/research. We appreciate the efforts of our members and hope this

is useful for our readers.(A.T.)
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I was born in 1913, studied biology
at Nihon Women’s University, and
then studied Home Economics at the
University of Oregon on a Fulbright.
The study of Home Economics didn’t
exist in Japan at the time, so my
U.S. experience was helpful in
establishing the Home Economics
Department at Japan Women’s
University. After retirement, I
helped establish the departments
of Housing, Welfare, English
Literature and Secretarial Studies
at Kyoei University. From age 77
to 85, I traveled around the world,
and now, at 94, I enjoy pottery and
painting.
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with an authentic teahouse I
designed. I've designed nearly
200 buildings, mostly houses. 1
worked for the Hayashi, Yamada,
Nakahara Designers’ Group,
which we established in 1958
and closed in 2003. I was invited
to teach at Tokyo Kasei Gakuin
when the Department of Housing
was established. I attended the
first meeting of UIFA in Paris in
1963, and stayed in Paris for 9
months to work in architecture.
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Nobuko OGAWA
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Furthering the Cause of Architectural Preservation and Reuse
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FARSTA SLOTT (Gus-TAVSBERG)
View from care house

In Dec. 2006, my book on
the preservation and current
revitalization of the town of
Gustavsberg, entitled The History
of a Swedish Pottery Town, was
published by Domes Publishers. I
recently researched and compiled
a history of the preservation
activities related to the Otsuka
Women’s Apartment House. As a
member of the Board of Directors
of the nonprofit Wrightian
Architectural Archives Japan, I
am helping find ways to preserve
and promote the Japanese legacy
of Frank Lloyd Wright.
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Wor Idwide Kitchen Miniatures

It has been more than 30 years
since I started taking time off from
my structural design career to visit
kitchens around the world. I have
created miniatures of the kitchens I
surveyed, which have crystallized the
results of my research. There are still
many areas I have not covered yet, such
as Okinawa, Northern and Eastern
Europe, South America and Africa. I
would like to visit these regions and
add more miniatures to my collection.
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| Yukiko KASHIWABARA
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An Enjoyable Life for Working Mothers and Babies

Child-rearing conditions have changed
gradually over time, but in the past few years
there have been dramatic changes. I am
working to pinpoint the most comfortable
housing environment for infants, when the
child is most dependent on her parents. I also
want to find out how even working mothers
can richly enjoy life with their babies. By
observing infant activities, such as taking a
bath, eating and going to the toilet, I seek to
recommend hardware, such as lighting, to
improve biorhythms. I created prototypes of
quakeproof furniture for children from 0 to 10
years old. I have received requests to create
these for the elderly, which is not too surprising
when one considers that there are many
similarities between babies and the elderly.
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| Makiko OHTAKA
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Child Daycare Genter Design
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My last design, a child daycare center.

I was working as an architect until a
few years ago, when I became ill and
had to discontinue working. After
I recovered, I decided to go back to
school. Now I'm writing a thesis on
facilities and activivies of children's
halls and centers.
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A consulting room.

we create a healing environment for
sick children and a space to support
longterm child care. We considered the
psychological processes of sick children
and parents when designing each
space, as well as functional zoning for
consulting, and coordinated the interior
materials and colors for the children’
s rooms. We hope that our design will
help heal both minds and bodies, and
promote the importance of design
creating comfortable spaces.
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My Dream Came True
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When I decided to build a new house,
I wanted to manage the project from
beginning to end myself. This had been
my dream since I started my career
as an architect. I was able to see the
project through, and now I am enjoying
my life and my hobbies — Japanese
indigo and yuzen dyeing — in my
dream house.
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Conclusions from Living in Karuizawa

I built a house in Karuizawa at 1,200
meters above sea level in 1989. After
18 years of living there, these are my
conclusions: 1. The level of the road
and entrance should be the same. 2.
The foundation of the house should
be more than 1 meter high. 3. Avoid
sloped roofs above the entrance. 4.
Avoid a north entrance and include
a vestibule. 5. Place windows on the
east and west. 6. Place the kitchen
in the south or west. 7. Avoid wooden
exteriors due to woodpeckers. 8.
Prepare storage for firewood. 9. For
seniors, it is better to live in a flat,
convenient area.
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Nobuko TERAO

UIA( EFSEEERES ) 2011 IR A RBEENR

Planning the 2011 UIA Congress in Tokyo
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Planning a 2011 UIA Congress pre-event for the
2007 JIA Annual Meeting (Oct. 17-20) in Tokyo.

I am involved in planning the UIA
(International Union of Architects)
Global Congress in Tokyo in 2011.
The UIA theme is Design 2050, with
the main venue being the Tokyo

- | International Forum and the number

of target participants being 10,000. The
Japan Institute of Architects (JIA) is
the representative body of the UTA JOB
(Japan Organizing Board), which is
composed of various smaller planning
groups. We hope to pinpoint program
ideas and increase cooperation through
city walking tours of about 10 people
each. We expect cooperation from all
UIFA members!
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Present from my great-grandmother

I’'m involved in a family project to
make a video record of our lives for
five generations, from my great-
grandmother onward. I am also
involved in the Dojunkai-Edogawa
Apartments historical project. I used to
live in the apartments.
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Rutsu TANIMURA

PEZED 2 HEEE

Two-Family Courtyard House

s

South View

My firm has been designing houses that
exhibit a presence and quality of life that
is not found in traditional styles or modern
design, which ignore their surrounding
townscapes. This house has relatively
generous conditions of site and frontage,
therefore successfully stands without being
overbearing to its neighbors.

The area has been urbanizing and
because it was to house two families, it was
necessary to consider privacy both inside
and outside. The courtyard functions as a
subtle boundary while providing an open
character to this house.
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Yumiko HIGASHI
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Looking at How People Live
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I am interested in how people live
at home, in society and in various
cultures, from infants to the elderly.
I have recently become involved in
projects for the handicapped or elderly.
I am designing group houses, and
working to improve their conditions.
I am concerned with how society can
support them and how they can live
without losing dignity.
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| Misako BANDO
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Thoughts on Home Design

Many of my clients want to build new
homes reflecting a new stage of life.
Most of them are retired seniors with
grown children who hope for a better
life. I spend a lot of time talking with
them about quality of life. We consider
the results of aging, but focus on how
to live a life worth living in. I am
designing a private space for the client,
but I think a house is also a social
architectural experience.
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Kazuko MASAMUNE
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My Professional Goals
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I have been focusing on designing better
working spaces for women who work at home.
I believe this has something to do with the
meaning of life for women, since it mirrors
our times. After a long, feudalistic period, we
have entered finally realized gender equality
and now, the nature of home design itself is
getting a lot of attention because of Japan’s
low birthrate. I would like my designs to
enhance the management of domestic
affairs. Also, I would like to emphasize the
importance of space for children with mental
problems. In addition, I would like to explore
the architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright in
terms of gender, since he has influenced my
design techniques.
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Yoko KURIYAMA
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Housing Renovations
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Since leaving TRIAD Construction and
Design Office, where I mainly designed low-
rise condominiums, I have been working
in the housing renovation unit of a gas
utility affiliate. We redesign dwellings
in the utility’s service area with the dual
goals of enhancing residents’ quality of life
and promoting the use of environmentally
friendly and safe gas.

Japan’s population is shrinking and the
number of nuclear families is increasing.
Amid these trends, the middle-aged and
elderly desire better living environments
that take into account their physical needs
as they age and where they can lead
independent, quality lives.
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| Masako ONO
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A Home Where Voices are Heard
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Communications are indispensable to
healthy family life, but people seem
too busy to talk with other family
members, and spend most of their time
alone in their rooms. I want to design
homes that promote communications.
In this design, adults in the living room
will hear the voices of children on the
second floor — as well as birds singing
in the courtyard. I want to design
residences that enrich the mind.
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Leaving a Heritage for the Next Generation | MRAME—73 NV HECTHREZZHEYE, HAT
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I primarily design buildings, but last year | p&-chromn-7-, Fi)ll[EBO B[ KX 722

|BERZER was different. The Iihashi House, designed Bz - - OFEE (BRER) 1X. KTREA

JEYITREEE

by Junzo Sakakura after he received the
Grand Prix at the 1941 Paris Expo, was
threatened with destruction.

I once worked for Sakakura’s office, so
we gathered and planned a symposium
to search for some way to save the home,
in which he had succeeding in creating
a harmony of European and Japanese
influences. For 2 months, we filmed and
measured the building. Finally, we helped
convince a famous French restaurant to
open a branch in the house. I think it is
an important mission for us to pass on a
significant architectural heritage to the
next generation.
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| Akiko NAKANO
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0ld Japanese Roof Shelters a New-Style Home Office
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A glass block is illuminated by LED.

One century has passed under this tile
roof on a rural farmhouse. The owner’s
son pushed his elderly mother to
revamp it into a modern home with
his personal office. Engineers had to
raise the entire house 1 meter to create
a new reinforced concrete foundation.
But the strong wood beams were
preserved. The entrance was shifted
from south to north, hot water floor
heating was added and glass roof tiles
created bright, warm spaces.
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Ayako FUKUI
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Seismic Retrofitting of a Wooden House

HWEREM

A quakeproof wall.

I recently conducted a seismic retrofit
based on the results of a quakeproof
diagnosis. To comply with the owner’s
request, I also designed barrier-free
construction. I applied the goal of
continual use and enhanced lifestyle,
focusing on the bathroom. With good
balance, ease of use and quakeproof
walls, the reinforcement improved the
seismic rating from 0.58 to 1.33.
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Hiroko INAGAKI
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Research and Development of New Solar Energy

Photo and schematic of an experimental
Solar Cooling System using a rock bed

Using solar energy for heating and hot
water is considered practical because
of easy maintenance and no danger
of freezing or corrosion. But collected
heat is not utilized in the summer, thus
a desiccant cooling system should be
developed. Such a system requires two
silica gel beds, one for regeneration of
the desiccant and another for cooling
processes. The target of this project
is to create a solar air conditioning
system by adding a desiccant unit to an
existing solar system.
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Sekiko TERAMOTO
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Children’s Workshops on Space Design

INERTORMI—Y >3y TR
(Photo Takako S)

i T
T . < e
Examples from a recent workshop

While engaging in the design of housing
and office interiors, I've also been
working as an arbitrator at the Tokyo
District Court on various architectural
disputes. In terms of social activities,
I've been participating in workshops for
children that teach them about town
design. We have been encouraging
them to get involved and raising
their awareness about the concept
of a town. I will continue developing
many programs with them through
those space building workshops using
materials at hand.
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Barrier-Free Home Guidebook
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2LBHIT

In 2006, I took charge of creating a
guidebook on barrier-free residence design.
Japan’s rapidly aging society led Edogawa
Ward, Tokyo, to publish the guide to educate
its citizens. The ward also published
a textbook for specialists such as care
managers and contractors, on increasing the
comfort of the elderly in their own homes.
The guidebook consists of three chapters,
dealing with the concepts and necessity
of the barrier-free home, and case studies
from the ward that illuminate the concepts.
There is also information about consulting
on and retrofitting houses. I would like to
keep up the effort to help increase daily
comforts for the elderly.
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Yukiko YAMADA
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Environmental Evaluations with EEG
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I am in charge of environmental
engineering for architecture at Meiji
University, and am conducting research
on sound and visual environments
using a method combining psychology
and physiology. I recently began

| developing an evaluation method using

an electroencephalogram (EEG).

I have also designed many residences,
and I am always considering such
environmental aspects as sunshine,
thermal insulation, sound insulation
and daylight planning.
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An Enriched Living Environment Enriches Society

TKIERHD) 1| DIER

.
.
o~

1. I'm working to help preserve and diffuse
traditional culture and the idea of sustainable
communities nationwide, through activities
with the Japan-France Scenic Sites Committee.
Today, cultural life in rural areas is being
destroyed. It would be best to revive the
villages and towns built by our ancestors
with tremendous ideas and schemes, and to
revive them as vital living areas with many
households in a collective society.

2. It is considered that the restoration of these
traditional communities would enrich lives, thus
enhancing morals and helping to eradicate crime.
The fundamental theory of "construction" should
be based on humanity. I'm confident that those
who spend their childhood in a warm, friendly
neighborhood will contribute to the community
and the country through their daily lives.
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Subsidized Housing for Senior Citizens
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Silver Housing and common spaces.

I worked for the Tokyo Metropolitan
Government for many years, mainly
promoting housing policy. About 20
years ago, the rapid rise of urban
redevelopment projects deprived the
elderly of their apartments, which they
owned. So the government started the
Silver Housing Project, which provided
subsidized apartments for the elderly.
I was a key member of the project and
worked with the greater metropolitan
area governments. I now teach Creating
Subsidized Cities and Residential
Planning as a visiting professor.
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Cross—Cu

|tural Influences and Gender in Housing
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Matsuki House in Salem (1894)

When I was living and studying in the
U.S. in the 1980s, I became interested in
cross-cultural influences on architecture.
Since then, I've been conducting research
on Japan-U.S. housing design exchanges
and gender in architecture. My main
papers have been: “Japonism in the U.S.,”
“Kameki Tsuchiura and the International
Style,” “Japanese Influences on American
Houses,” “Japanese Modern Living
in the 1950’s,” “Female Architects in
Japan,” and my latest, “Three Japanese
Houses Built in the U.S. around 1900.”
My primary concern is what we’ve
forgotten or lost in the rapid process of
modernization.
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Serviced

Residential Complex in the City Center
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Residential complex of City A

The aim of the company I work for, RTA
Corp., is to provide the latest residential
environment planning so that people can
live healthy, peaceful, energetic lives in the
center of the city. We recently completed
two projects, City S and City A, combining
housing with medical care, social services
and commercial interests. Building on that
experience, we are working with another
firm to plan a full-service senior housing
complex with restaurant facilities in City
H. I want to enable residents to continue
their current lives and relationships, as
we create a newly consolidated senior life
stage.
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View of Komazawa Gymnasium and Central
Control Tower.

structural design on the building. My boss,
Yoshinobu Ashihara, wanted to express the
ideal of Japanese beauty from the Nara Period,
so I designed a structure with an octagonal roof
similar to that on the famous Horyuji Temple in
Nara, using 4HP-modified shells. I also designed
the Central Control Tower in Komazawa Park
to resemble the top part of a temple tower.
Japanese athletes won five gold medals the
Olympics. In 1991, we retrofitted the stadium to
assure that as the building would remain alive
in the 21st c.
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Compilation of Essays and Revitalized Building
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Akasaka Garden City

The redevelopment of Akasaka Garden
City started 20 years ago when I worked at
Sekisui House Ltd. I proposed the concept
of the redevelopment to the advisory
committee that I organized. After that,
I left the company, but my colleagues
finally completed Akasaka Garden City
last January, after much meandering. I
composed the primary framework of a book
that would present diverse opinions on the
issue by experts in various concerns. The
result is this compilation of essays written
by 25 members of the Urban Problems
Conference, which was founded 30 years
ago.
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My Company’s 28-Year History
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The Survey of Masanori’s House for Re-use.

It has been 28 years since I established
my firm, the Laboratory for Innovators
of Quality of Life. I research the ideal
community for children, women, the
elderly and those living in certain areas.
I participate in the investment, design
and programming of improvements for
residential environments nationwide.
Since the Kobe Earthquake in 1995, I have
learned much about emergency protection
and reconstruction.

I am now deeply involved in the
revitalization of Hossue, one of the
villages still suffering from the Niigata
Earthquakes in 2004. I hope to help restore
the beauty of the view and the traditional
houses.
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Environmental Design for Happier Lives
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I have designed a variety of buildings, from
houses to welfare facilities and hospitals. My
residential designs focus on work ease and
family connections, while my apartments for
the elderly focus on supporting independent
lifestyles. When I designed a hospice, I
imagined how people facing to death would
think about the surrounding space and
environment. When I designed a mental
hospital, I focused on creating a homelike
environment to boost the patients’ morale.
Today, architectural environments should
provide peace and joy, especially for those who
are weaker, such as the elderly, handicapped,
the ill, children and women. I hope to
contribute to improved health and happiness.
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Communication Beyond Words

Katta Public Hospital Rehabilitation Garden
in Miyagi.

I'm working as both a building designer and
a landscape architect. When I design a building,
I can find the best solutions by listening to the
client's requests or a coworker's ideas. But when
I work on a landscape, I have no one to listen to
because the landscape has no voice. I recently
designed a building for the mentally handicapped,
and we had to find a way to understand their
requests without words — by feeling, reading and
entering their speechless world.

Through this experience, I realized that
landscape architecture is the same as the
architect lends expression to the landscape
itself. I now believe that good communications
between landscapes and human beings are the
most important facet of creating an impressive
landscape.

FXT v RAr—7 L @BEREF Ol 7 Ot
FEFHIT NS,

BET I AT bRWET DAL DOFE
B&, #mziEDds, Lonl, 7y KA —
g Liié:/ukfnbi%ﬁ zf AR

FNA PR DR
):7”;0710 EF{DI%
NRDHZENHEER N, Li BEDIRVME S
DR LrE AR OILEELTH LE XD 2
k?ﬁ)zgtoto ﬁﬂﬁﬁ)ﬁﬁ%ﬁ/)f%éﬁ
EZDEDOLFEE LTS I BT, TV KA
IR ELEAFEE N LeDH T b
OHHRNHRICEEER LG 2 5({LFTH
B LR,
BmEEAMOa a=r—v g UREEEE
D EFD0EEEZD X0 T,

+%watﬁ@_
TIFEAEML L

AXK RF

Yoshiko SUNAGA

AELEELRBRET YAV DESR

Events Can Enhance Spatial Designs
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II'luminated globes in the atrium.

I recently designed an atrium space
for a high-rise building that has a
prestigious hotel on its upper floors.
The project required that I enhance the
brand image, so I placed several globe-
like planters in the atrium. During
the July Tanabata Festival, bamboo
globes were brought in so that visitors
could write and leave their messages
on them. Events like these are very
important in urban life.

WLOENLDOT NY U LZEME, bkEES
TTFH¥A v Lz, EBHOFRT VORSEK)
EEARHEICHL, 790 R4 A=V EREDD
FoagRkE NI,

LODWDRE L, SRNVIEOT VA iffi—,
ST A T H—DEEORER EEITV. A
Ry MEEREBITo72, 7y Y — ROk
L RNy Y — RORAREZEGIE S &9 Ik
HANE, Y CEENRFIHRET S5 X
I, TIUHE—ZDLDERFOERIKE LT,

FRUEDFEAL TV DS AETEOH TIHA X
YRLEE, BYEVICIITOEREHEL L,
%ﬁ%KEVE%iwtwﬁm@%%Tﬁf
b Holm, HOETHREEZEES T EN
I, BINDOA R R TH D,

all M

Kazuyo ISHIKAWA

#7586 SHERDIRE TRMEL ABEDNT VRERS

Between Town Management and Authority, Private Rights and Public Interests

I am a city office worker who has
served in a variety of sections related
to city management. I’'m currently
working in the building permit section.
Our mission is to provide our citizens
with safe buildings and urban spaces.
I inspect building plans and provide
administrative guidance in the hope that
every building will not only become an
asset for its owner but will also be safe
and a pleasant addition to the existing
cityscape. I believe that buildings should
work for the common good.
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Creating an

Environment that Fosters Conversation
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My design for the TY Harbor Brewery
at Tennozu Isle creates a waterside
environment for city dwellers. TY
TidePark at Koajiro Bay, Miura City,
provides water, sea, forest and tides. The
TY Kitchen Studio in Okusawa presents
the kitchen as a communication tool and
environment for “food culture.”

The important factors of my work
are: environment, discovery of the
charm of the location, the human
movement line, ease of maintenance,
sanitation, aesthetic harmony, cultural
accumulation, eco and qualitative
economy effect, sustainable elements
and the contribution as a landscape.
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News from Atami
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AMIC members practice at an Atami spa

I recently founded a company with an
athletic trainer to support personal
conditioning and training. I am also
the director of the nonprofit group
AMIC in the famous Atami spa town.
We developed an original spa bathing
method and have been disseminating it
for the past 3 years.
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RO RMER L

Communities Along Tokyu Railway Lines

Many projects are being investigated
in order to achieve sustainable growth
in suburban communities located along
Tokyo’s railway lines, as well as in
public transportation. One of these is
redevelopment of an elevated railroad
between Shibuya and Daikanyama. When
the Toyoko Line and the Tokyo Metro No.13
Line are seamlessly connected, we want to
redevelop the existing construction site to
achieve a flow that enables people to walk
between these two stations by building an
artificial foundation over the new railroad.
Through these projects, the communities
located along Tokyu Railway lines will be
much happier.
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How Shinto Shrines Reflect Our Nation's History

Kagura Performance in the

0ld Wooden shrine

Throughout history, constant natural

disasters and frequent fires have beset
beautiful wooden structures like the Shinto
shrines of old Japan. Research can reveal
their histories through various physical
transformations over the ages. From
repairs and other physical alterations to
the structure, for example, one can see
the changing of seasons and the level of
original craftsmanship.
Old shrines hosted stage performances to
mark changes of season and other religious
days. Culture is passed down from
generation to generation through these
beautiful buildings, and we can find many
aspects that have changed, as well as long-
enduring ones.
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Center for Pharmaceutical Research
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Cast-in-place concrete facade.

In conjunction with the 125th anniversary of
the founding of Tokyo University of Science, this
high-tech pharmaceutical lab was built at the
verdant suburban campus. Designed to advance
the development of pharmaceutical technology
in connection with Drug Delivery Systems
(DDS), it was supported and subsidized by the
Japanese government. With a simple exposed
cast-in-place concrete facade and wide openings,
the natural light-filled building houses
administrative offices on the first floor, and its
labs on the second through fourth floors. A small
gravel garden, with vermilion plastered walls,
was created under the stairs in the entrance
hall. A refreshing glance toward this small
garden should provide relief from stress for the
researchers.
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Rehabilitating a traditional house with
my students.

to a major drop in student numbers.
In Japan, we don’t look on students
as independent individuals. We treat
them like high school students. I'm
pessimistic over Japan's future. I teach
urban planning, architectural design
and CAD usage. I hope students in our
course graduate with new viewpoints
and new ways of thinking about urban
and architectural design. I think
researchers should spend time on social
activities. I participate in many such
pursuits.
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Chal lenges to Environmental Science from the Viewpoint of Social Informatics
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The 10th Wor Id Lakes Conference in Chicago
(June, 2003)

Environmental problems have attracted
attention all over the world, and we must
adopt various countermeasures in our
everyday lives. It is indispensable that
environmental partnerships should be formed
between citizens, NPOs, administrators,
businesses and scientists. However, The
ubiquity of the internet is now allowing
us to use information and communication
technology (ICT) and geographic information
systems (GIS) to display information on
electronic maps. This enables us to perform
bidirectional information interchanges and
information sharing among various people
and groups. Therefore, I am investigating
environmental science from the viewpoint of
social informatics.
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Foundation and Administration of the Monotsukuri Institute Of Technologists

FBLCBTAEY )
ARSI Fy—a—RERBRE (PCE)

Construction of bridge between two campus
buildings (part of curriculum).

The Monotsukuri Institute of Technologists
is a new style institute aimed at turning
out expert technologists, since there are
decreasing numbers of technologists in
Japan. I was part of the project from
the very beginning, and in 1997, started
laying the foundations of the institute,
drawing up the budgets, buying land for the
campus, building the facilities, planning the
curriculum and hiring the professors.

In 2001, when the institute opened,
I worked for academic affairs, then
in 2003, began managing students
affairs, internships and job searches of
undergraduate students.
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Living and Local Revitalization
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2007. 04 workshop (June, 2003)
“Living and Local Revitalization”

Housing Workshop.

After almost 40 years serving in the
Tokyo Metropolitan Government’s
(TMG) Bureau of Housing, I retired
and started working at the Town
Creation Center, an affiliate of TMG,
as an editor-in-chief of the bimonthly
Machinami (Beautiful Townscapes)
magazine. I also contributed to several
nonprofit organizations, including the
Kyojuken (Lodgings Study Group),
Collective Housing Corporation, Urban
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40th International Exchange Lecture
Housing for Children in Dresden, Germany
Masako ONO

A lecture by Prof. Mariko Sadayuki of Nippon Women's
University was held on February 17, 2007, at Nippon
Women’s University in Tokyo. She reported on research
she conducted into the childcare environment and
administration during her stay in Dresden from April
2005 to March 2006. In general, mothers cared for
children up to the age of 3 at home in the former West
Germany, whereas childcare facilities were provided in the
former East Germany, where Socialism prevailed and both
parents generally worked outside the home. Therefore,
Dresden, which was once a part of East Germany, had
a well-developed childcare system and Prof. Sadayuki
mentioned many notable points.
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After German unification, the demand for daycare
facilities was palliated at one time, and many daycare
centers were closed down. But in today’s Dresden, the
birthrate has begun to rise and the maintenance of the
daycare system is thus necessary. Childcare programs
always respect the independence of the child, but other
characteristics vary depending on the local situation. In
some areas, for example, kitchens are needed to prepare
breakfast for the children and certain dietary plans are
available. In Germany, the independent nature of each
region is obvious and it is reflected in the local childcare
environment.

Youth unemployment is high in Germany. As a part of
the nation’s citizen-based town planning, they build youth
centers. It is interesting to know that the participation of
the young is important in the construction process of the
building.

The job-sharing system established on January 1, 2001
in order to support women who are raising children, seems
to be effective in recognizing the coexistence of work
and housework, as well as enabling women to continue
pursuing careers.

I appreciated hearing from Prof. Sadayuki about
the thoughts of the people who have created beautiful
row houses and a healthy environment for children in
Dresden.(A.T)
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It’s always my pleasure to help edit this bilingual version
of the UIFA Japon newsletter. Sharing information on your
work and passions with your colleagues overseas will
make UIFA stronger and better! (Karen Severns) £H&
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