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The 47th Intercultural Lecture, “The Architecture of Three Eras: Hanseong,

Gyeongseong and Seoul” by TOMII Masanori 0SAKI Yukiko 5 48 M RO ZDOBHSE

UIFA Japon held its 47th intercultural lecture on Sept. 26, titled “The Architecture of TEEENORE T Y= kT L
Three Eras: Hanseong, Gyeongseong and Seoul,” by Prof. Tomii Masanori. Professor Tomii TS
used nearly 200 pictures to illustrate Seoul's historical and modern architecture, and | * = "
current conservation and rehabilitation activities. CRERRERMER @bl MEWMEERER)
Seoul, a feng-shui city, was developed as a capital 600 years ago. It is surrounded by .
mountains and divided by the Hangang River, which runs east-west through the city. The H& 12009 4= 11 7 28 H (&)

old city is located in the north and the south part has been developed since the 1970s. HESUERE RPERMERR

The beautiful Jongmyo is located in the old city. It was interesting to know that the Myo is 11:00~ 13 : 00

dedicated to the spirit of the forefathers of the royal family, and that the Ryo (mausoleum)

was built to bury the body. A2 14100~ 16100 (13 :30 B

Due to Confucianism, traditional houses were separated into male and female areas. R B AR EES SR TSRS
Their spatial composition is also interesting, with open, wood-floor rooms and closed o

ondol rooms. I am looking forward to visiting Seoul to see the new oasis Cheonggyecheon, A EREREEE 6 R
as well as modern architecture such as the Leeum Samsung Museum of Art and the Ewha MO R ORI TR T HER % 34

Woman's University Campus Center. (AT)
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Notes: In this issue, we argue the feasibility of
renovation and introduce specific cases of Attractive
Renovation, which are distinctively and closely
related to the local communities. We claim that
these successful renovations are more the result
of community involvement than the potential of
the structures. Our previous articles on Attractive
Renovation demonstrated how each renovation
project contributed to the local community’s historical
features and enriched the landscape. This time, we
look at brick structures because it never fails to
fascinate us. Brick construction has been one of the
keys to renovation and represents Bunmeikaika,
Japan's Westernization movement during the Meiji
era, and is cherished by citizens. However, sadly, most
brick buildings were demolished after the Great Kanto
Earthquake. ARIZUKA Reiko (K.N.)

(Send us your articles introducing your own Attractive
Renovation.)
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Overcoming Hurdles to Attractive Renovation
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Uenbetsu School: Revitalization with Pioneering
Spirit WATANABE Kiyomi

The Uenbetsu School in Kuriyamacho, Hokkaido, opened in
1899 and was closed in 1998 following serious depopulation.
The two-story wooden schoolhouse, built in 1936, has just
undergone renovation. Suffering from economic depression,
the small town of Kuriyamacho struggled with the question
of preserving this schoolhouse. In 2008, the Coca-Cola
Educational Foundation provided a 1.8 million yen grant
to found the Uenbetsu NPO. Its goal is to bring the area’
s seniors together with children, developing environmental
education through cultural and sport activities in the
schoolhouse. The architectural firm Team Zoo as well as the
local municipality and the residents took part in the project
initiated by the NPO. (TA)
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NAKAI kazuko

The Arte Piazza Bibai is a sculpture park in Hokkaido where the marble
sculptures of Kan Yasuda, an internationally renowned sculptor who was
born in Bibai and is active in Italy, are exhibited in the restored Sakae primary
school and its schoolyard, surrounded by mountains. Bibai used to be a coal-
mining city where the Mitsui and Mitsubishi mining companies were located.
Mitsubishi miners’ children attended the Sakae School. After the Mitsubishi
mine was closed in 1972, the area suffered from critical depopulation and the
school was closed in 1981, except for its kindergarten.

The City of Bibai restored the two-story wooden schoolhouse and the
gymnasium to exhibit the works of Kan Yasuda. The schoolhouse also has a
citizen’s gallery on the second floor and the kindergarten on the first floor.
The art plaza, including the restored schoolhouse and gym, where sculpture
workshops and jazz concerts are held, is currently managed by the NPO Arte
Piazza Bibai.

This is a good example of local revitalization by the “power of Art.”

Arte Piazza Bibai: Power of Art

(TA)
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A Wide Street with a Long History SATO Yukiko

Yokohama is the first harbor that opened to foreign ships after
Japan’s long isolation. The city’s main street, named Nihon Odori, is
located in an area showcasing the country’s architectural heritage.
The street was designed about 90 years ago by English engineer R.
H. Burton to create a fire boundary between the foreigners’ area and
the Japanese area.

In spite of a few changes as a result of the Great Kanto Earthquake
and WWII, the street’s 36 m width has never changed. It now has
12 m for traffic, 12 m for pedestrians and plants on both sides.
From 2002, new public parking just under the street complements a
new subway station. Seasonal events and open cafés (which are rare
in Japan) are well-attended.

The Yokohama City Design Office has really focused on creating
an attractive city. It has achieved many projects through patient

negotiation for more than 30 years. The Minato Mirai entertainment
district and Nihon Odori are good examples of their success.  (N.A)

Adoration of the Brick MATSUKAWA Junko

It is difficult to preserve historical buildings in Tokyo, especially
those made of brick. We had a casual lecture from Mr. Hideo Kito,
who experienced the Great Kanto Earthquake in 1923 in his mother’s
womb. His grandfather and father were both brick artisans.

The Japanese word for brick, renga, essentially means “handy size.”
It was once women'’s work to carry 60-g loads of 24 bricks at a
time to the site. The typical brick size, called onama, was sometimes
shaved down to 75% of the original, called shichigo. Shichigo
bricks were stronger than onama bricks, but more expensive. The
British style was to use onama so there wouldn't be any waste, but
the building was weaker.



Overcoming Hurdles to Attractive Renovation

LYAZELT
— RERHMES 21— —
11 5¥F  MATUKAWA Junko

‘\ Y ORT - HEH
ANOPERIE, HAER
Tid AL Mg
HHL 0o TERWVIR
VTS, &5
BN DO DENTE
BldH B DIEMN, D

ETHINTLE-
oo KV INIRZEIT O
REALME LESEV, LY
LB e, LERHTUCEBERTHTLAENMNTZ T &M
K7m Iz o7z JERF—LICFEITLUTL AN - SBEIHH
HEX IS A VR 2 — U7z, 2003 4E 1 ALROEETE > 12h3
EH 5T BILRGEH T EHETIRE ST,

WEHE A M55 A EADOBHEOH TR AEL 2R
Lzl Lwohs, KiE 12 (1923) E4FN, 54 86 %
KEONTZETTH B, BHRKXEAWRHIA 34 FIcHEED
5k, LYHBAEGRD, BREAED EZMNIZE NS
DT, RESAHBIILUAAEL L TR 3NRE. 211
WAL LT 2REICEZDIEZ S 72,

HEEAREIC X B L. LYADHATEYICESNTZDIE
1850 R EEDKHHFED & &, Fz, LY ARhEDR
X, HRLLKANBR AR OTF Ciriabn, AARANBEERD
ED L L TRIEH ST ORANT IR THESHT (1885) HERHYID
EDICED VS, BIRAESNIC K - THIEICH T 2 igg X
MNHBE L. BEOHMEMASEYEMEITRAIREC XD, LY
TIWEM AN & L TORED L0 S Emzil - 7z,

[L 7= brick OFEIE [FTA%H 05 LThh5
kfeo RKEIXELEIWR, EFTHRILTRIDOAVERZ Y
B TL Y ARESO I EORE], 24 ADED 60 F
OEEH-s Tz, K—EEFEUCER--MILAVLY A% TH
EEFENEVWDFDTE%DREEDEDEIVF IS
o DWNMERG S F I TR0 T, MEIRHEZ DN THH

The pay for a brick artisan was so high that they could have fun
with Geisha in Atami or Awaji. Mr. Kito took over his father’s job
to build furnaces used to make anko (sweet bean jam). “It is hard
to guarantee whether a new furnace works well, so I declined to
accept pay before completion.”

Brick buildings were first designed by foreign architects,
beginning in 1850 with a reverberatory furnace. TATSUNO Kingo
is the first Japanese architect to use brick, for a bank hall in 1885.
After the Kanto quake, brick structures were no longer trusted
and the law changed to allow brick only in exterior ornaments or
materials.

Mr. Kito calls himself a “Brick-work Navigator” and continues his
research into brick and brick buildings. (N.AD
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Two Historic Brick Factories Preserved for Local Landscape
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