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The UIFA Japon annual meeting was held on 12 June, with
32 participants and 24 proxy voters. Attendees heard the 2009
activity report, financial report and audit report, followed by the
nominations of new board members. UIFA Japon now welcomes
OGAWA Nobuko as the new Honorary President, MATSUKAWA-
TSUCHIDA Junko as President, along with other members in new
positions. The meeting was concluded with the approval of the
2010 activity schedule and budget draft. The meeting was held in
the headquarters of Mayekawa MFG. Co., Ltd., which generously
opens its building to the public and supports the Fukagawa
community. UIFA Japon is very grateful for their support. ~ (KN)

Commemorative Lecture by MATSUMOTO Tetsuo:
“Design and Function” ISHIKAWA Kazuyo
After first hearing about the concept of the headquarters
building, off we hurried to the Comme-morative Lecture.
MATSUMOTO Tetsuo from Kenmochi Design Institute spoke
about “Design and Function: From Yakult to Shinkansen.”
According to him, the design of the Yakult container was
created so that people would recognize it from its shape, and
in fact, everyone does. His remarks on the Shinkansen, that
“a train is a public building,” is unforgettable. He presented
a magic show of intriguing slides, behind the scenes of the
making of the Series 700 Shinkansen, with designers trying to
increase seating space and decrease the noise and lateral sway:
a harmony between design and aerodynamic analyses. Every
design requires “endless”
calculation, a lot of thinking
and a desire to please the
user. This is the key to the |
success of the Yakult and
Shinkansen designs. We

witnessed a designer’s
devotion and the charm of
creation. (KN)
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Disaster Area Support Team Collaborates with Hossue Village
SUNAGA Yoshiko

UIFA Japon's Disaster Support Team hosted a lecture titled
“Houses in Hossue - Continuing to Live” in Nagaoka, Niigata
Prefecture on Feb.20, 2010. The team has been supporting
Hossue since the Chuetsu Earthquakes in 2006 and 2007.
The support includes research on 53 traditional houses that
survived, and interviews with the residents. The lecture was
selected by the Sumai-Machizukuri support organization as
one of the housing and environmental improvement projects
of 2009. Attendees were not only Hossue residents but also
members of the Architectural Association in Niigata, Niigata
University, Chuetsu Disaster Recovery Planning Aid, UIFA
JAPON and students from Tokyo.

According to Mr. OHASHI Taihei, the representative, the
Hossue area used to have 75 houses with 200 residents in
1985, but only 40 houses with fewer than 80 residents remain
now. The first half of the lecture was presented by Prof. FUJITA
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Kaori of Tokyo University. She reported on the structural
research of houses that was done in September and November
of 2009, explaining that most of the thatched roof houses built
in the Edo, Meiji and Taisho periods are only one-fifth of the
strength required by building code standards. Most of the
additions and renovations done by residents were not effective
for the reinforcement of these houses. The residents listened to
the results of the research with great interest.

The last half of the lecture was devoted to a Q&A session
mainly with architects who conduct building diagnoses.
Professor Fujita explained the details of building strength tests.
Some participants said that they felt it isn’t realistic to expect
traditional house to satisfy the building codes, since other
areas allow lower standards to accommodate senior citizen
welfare and preservation aims. Examples of renovation to meet
seismic standards were reported. The participants tried to find
a way to protect people from disasters while maintaining the
traditional architecture of the village. (TA)
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Network of People

TANAKA Atsuko

Some members of UIFA Japon have organized volunteer groups such as the Disaster Support Team and the ASWA Team. Their

activities have been often reported in the UIFA Newsletters, however, their organizations and management are unknown. In this issue,

we focus on people networks. We hope to foster networks by linking together all these small activities.
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ASWA Team - Turning School Restrooms into Art Spaces
IDE Sachiko

With the slogan “Restrooms as Enriched Spaces for
Children,” NAKANO Akiko, a member of UIFA Japon, started the
ASWA Team a few years ago. Nakano experienced school life in
Detroit, Michigan, in the 1960’s and remembered her fascination
with the fountain-like washbasin of her primary school restroom.
In the 1990’s she found out that the washrooms in Japanese
schools were still unpleasant. Right after meeting KOBAHASHI
Junko, the pioneering architect of public restrooms, and TOMITA
Reiko, who designed enjoyable restrooms in Miyashiro Primary
School, Nakano began a workshop for children to create fancy
school washrooms with the help of IWASAKI Keiko, who spent
her childhood in London and San Francisco.

ASWA, or AS as it is now called, opened an office in an old
building in Yokohama’ s historical district. The ZAIM Building
used to house the diplomatic finance office but from 2006-
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2010, was home to some 40 artists/groups who had ateliers,
studios and offices. AS was assigned to renovate the 4th floor
toilet in ZAIM. They painted the ceiling blue like the sea, and
hung origami whales and other collages of fish everywhere.
Supported by the administrative system, AS made presentations
at meetings of school principals and then, subsidized by UIFA
Japon and the Yokohama Arts Foundation, they started to
collaborate with other ZAIM artists to make fancy washrooms
in public junior high schools.

Members of AS create the design concept, prepare
materials and organize the process. TANAKA Hideyo
coordinates the collection of glass tiles, lumber, paint, mirrors,
colorful cutting sheets and other materials, sometimes getting
samples or donations from companies. In workshops at each
school, the students in the art clubs decide on the theme, make
sketches and then arrange the materials in balance, according
to AS concepts. AS and the students thus collaborate on each
restroom project. (TA+NA)
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Compelling Stories of a Unique Housing Complex from the
book “Otsuka Women’s Apartment” NAKANO Akiko
This was the first housing complex built especially for
working women. Designed under the quasi-governmental
Dojunkai organization in 1930, tenants included an author,
an educator, a violinist, a secretary and other sophisticated
women, and they enjoyed a sunroom and music hall on the top
floor. Because men were prohibited except on the st floor,
the women felt completely safe to cultivate friendships in the
corridors and the courtyard. There were shops opening toward
the main street that were unconnected to the living quarters.
The building’s life runs parallel with the contemporary
history of women'’s independence. During WWII, low supplies
of oil and food closed the shared bath and restaurant. In 1957,
when the main road outside was extended, a strong union
prevented the building’s demolition in favor of moving it. But
over the years, the residents became older, maintenance was

not properly conducted, and time began to take a heavy toll.
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Most other Dojunkai dwellers owned their rooms. But in
this case the Tokyo Metropolitan Government owned the entire
building, and made the quick decision to demolish it. This book
traces the move to preserve it, covering the attempts made to
halt its destruction, including workshops and direct appeals, as
well as an ultimately futile civil suit against the government. No
reason was given for the rejection of the group’s efforts, although
seismic concerns and the building’s decrepit state eventually
overwhelmed the effort to preserve it as an important slice of
women’s history.

The iconic example of specified-use housing sadly
disappeared. Today's single urban dwellers need their
independence but many live lonely lifestyles with no chance of
connecting to their neighbors. This book introduces possible
solutions, such as housing collectives like those in Sweden. The
book’s authors include UIFA Japon members OGAWA Nobuko,
TERAMOTO Sekiko, KOYABE Ikuko, MIYAMOTO Nobuko and
WATANABE Kiyomi, and they weave their wisdom together to

create compelling stories.
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Network of People

ATOVET, Hh5OEREFROIC, BERZIAESM TSR3
AR IEINCLER DL DET M EOBMEH L ET, Th
MHH, BENSAKDANLNE DR SVANEZL—AT—T 7%
Belrlznd0Td,

Transmitting the History of Mitsuwa-cho
ARIZUKA Reiko

Mitsuwa-cho was a town planned by the Jutaku Eidan
(Housing Corporation), which was organized to supply the first
nationwide public housing in Japan in 1941, during World War
II, and closed in 1945 by the allied forces due to its wartime
operations. The spatial arrangement of Mitsuwa-cho shows how
the designers wanted to create quality housing, even in wartime.

After the closure of Jutaku Eidan, in parallel with government
properties being sold off, the lively town-planning activities of
residents started. These activities lead to the redevelopment
of “food security” farm plots into children’s playgrounds, the
planting of 250 cherry trees, and the construction of community
centers by residents. The local government supported the
community by utilizing the original town planning.

When the Mitsuwa-cho town council was dissolved, the
residents created a book with a record of their memories of the
town in 1982. The main author was Ms. SHIOCHI Rumi, who
used to be a junior high school teacher. She lectured on the
history of Mitsuwa-cho at elementary schools and community
centers, and collaborated with her pupils and the city’s public
library to collect materials related to the town.

The area of old Mitsuwa-cho still retains its original form
of residential division and a quiet, leafy atmosphere. However,
nearly 70 years have passed since the town was born and the
residents have changed, so they know little about their own
town. Thus, we established a society in October 2009 to transmit
the history of the town to the next generation, utilizing collective
memory to enrich the future.

The society conducts a history course, lectures and
workshops, publishes "Letters from Mitsuwa-cho," creates
a picture book of the town, and engages in guided tours. In
addition to the residents, participants have been attracted to
these activities from far and wide. (K1)
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Network of People

Vivid Promenade: Edakin IIDA Towa

In the past, there was a new street lined with shops and
a supermarket in Yokohama, named Eda. But the city grew
quickly over 20 years and these shops lost their popularity.
UIFA Japon's YOSHIDA Yoko, a city planner, recently helped
return Eda to its past as a vivid promenade.

Around 450m and 10m wide, there are now trees every
5m surrounded by flowerbeds. Every season they are full of
vivid flowers very well cared for by inhabitants, except during 2
months when the soil takes a rest.

The renovated supermarket, called Edakin Park is located
in the middle of this long street, and is operated by the union
storekeepers. Six years ago, local residents and Yoshida held
many town meetings to consider how to use this empty space.
Now two businesses are operating there: Pia Support trains
handicapped people to work and supports their jobs. It also has
a small factory and shop for sweets. Asta Eda N.P.O. organizes
workshops for printing and publications from the local
government and schools, and also takes care of Edakin Park.

Tasting a Madeleine from Pia’s shop, we took a break in
the cafeteria corner. Wide windows allow everyone to see the
promenade. During the day, mothers come to chat, and in the
afternoon students drop by to make their connections. “We
created an open space for every event, even if it rains,” says Mrs.
Takahashi, the barbershop owner, with a smile. “I love people
and flowers. We can forge relationships and have chances to
meet others.” She is one of the volunteers who take care of the
flowers. They also provided wooden benches and 5 big barrels
to keep rainwater for use on the flowers. We all belong to
Edakin Park, and no matter what the weather is outside, there’s
space reserved for us. (NA)
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49th Intercultural Lecture:
"The Youth Culture of South Korea" HIGASHI Yumiko

I learned about today’s youth culture in South Korea at this
lecture. I knew that South Koreans highly value education, but
I didn't realize the extent. It is astonishing that the price of land
escalates wherever good prep schools locate. Schools devote
much time to English. The young people are now able to speak
and write English better than before.

PC use has spread all over the country and among all
generations. The younger generation spends a lot of time on
games. The panelists don’t seem to be concerned about the
lack of face-to-face communications as a result of this. The
redevelopment of Cheong Gye Cheon River is very famous. But

there are many rivers like it in the suburbs of Seoul. I am glad

to know that young people often get together there.
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Kenya Report 2

“Japan, a Friendly State” KOMURA Nobuko

“What are you doing? Go away!” A bank officer said this
to me when I was waiting for my acquaintance at the gate
of the Central Bank of Kenya, Nairobi. He seemed to think I
looked strange because I was in muddy clothes with a dirty
bag. However, in an hour, he told me with a great smile,
“Welcome to Kenyal!l Kenya is a democratic and peaceful
state.” This is because he found I was from Japan.

I got muddy during my bus trip from a semi-arid village,
the Mwingi East District. It was the beginning of the rainy
season, when the roads had many cave-ins, and my bus tilted
to the left and right. When the bus stopped, in darkness, I saw
the silhouette of a guard, who was struggling to maintain the
road using a spade.

A week before that day, I left Nairobi for the villages
with the Kenyan staff of CanDo. An NGO, CanDo has been
conducting various grassroots and participatory projects, such
as the AIDS Education Project for Social Building to Protect
Children, since 1998. CanDo looks at villagers and focuses
on affluence based on their viewpoints. Thus, their projects
include grassroots networks, and foster great interaction.

When [ was welcomed by the bank officer, I felt strange,
as well as relieved. Japan is one of Kenya's biggest donor
states. Was [ welcomed because of Japan's development
cooperation, or because of the friendship between Japanese
and Kenyans?
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