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Report of the 19% General Assembly

The 2011 UIFA Japon General Assembly was held on 11"
June in the international conference room of CIC Tokyo, in
Tamachi. President Junko Matsukawa first presented three
themes of the year: the Seoul Congress, the Exhibition of IAWA,
and the Tea Ceremony at UIA2011 Tokyo. Two of these have
already been achieved, and the last is ongoing. As attendees
and proxies formed a quorum, the proceedings commenced.

The first issue on the agenda was the report of each
commiittee’s activities and their finances. The audit report was
given, and approved. The second issue was the replacement
for a board member who resigned before the termination of
her term. The candidate was also from the northern part of
Japan, and was approved. The third issue on the agenda was
the annual activity schedule and budget. Though some clerical
errors were found, this was adopted, by ensuring transmission
of corrected papers.

“FOR THE FUTURE : Pioneering Women in Architecture
from Japan and Beyond”

An exhibition was held commemorating the 25™ anniversary
of the foundation of IAWA from 6" to 17" June, at the
AlIJ Gallery in Tokyo. We also introduced Japanese women
architects who could be called “pioneers.” From IAWA, Prof.
Donna Dunay and Prof. Kay F. Edge came to give lectures on
these pioneers. Over 300 people visited the exhibition.

In preparation for the exhibition we organized an executive
committee last October, and two committee members flew
to Virginia, U.S. in December to make arrangements. One
of the members also attended the memorial service for the
IAWA founder, Milka Bliznakov. We also visited Paris to meet
Ms. Solange d’Herbez de la Tour, the President of UIFA, who
approved the exhibition under joint sponsorship, and provided
archive pictures of earlier UIFA Congresses. In March we were
hit by the earthquake and tsunami in Tohoku, but our U.S.-Japan
cooperation continued, and we could carry out the program. In
September, on the occasion of UIA2011 Tokyo, we will hold a
second exhibition at Tokyo International Forum.
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Prof. Donna Dunay, IAWA Chair and FAIA, Speaks On
Pioneering Women in Architecture YOSHIDA Ako

Professor Dunay spoke about the IAWA, founded by Milka Bliznakov in
1985, which celebrated its 25" anniversary last year. She said the group
is very happy to collaborate on this exhibition with its Japanese friends,
while helping with the disaster recovery. The collections of IAWA are
growing and now number 350, which has heartened young architects
since it provides vigorous evidence of women's expanding role. From the
Archive, Professor Dunay selected 11 pioneers who challenged the design
professions traditionally dominated by men, and created work that lead to
comfortable, aesthetically pleasing living spaces in aesthetic dimension.

In the first project, Nobuko Nakahara (Japan) designed a refined outdoor
Japanese tea ceremony area. Louise Blanchard (U.S.) : AIA’s first female
fellow stated “The future of women in the architectural profession is what
she herself sees fit to make it.” Anna Keichline (U.S.) : gained the first
patent for the K-Brick. Lilia Sofer Sukala (Austria) : a creative architect and
famous actress. Hilde Westrom (Germany) : won many design competitions,
and said “Women usually design from inside outwards.” Helene Koller-
Buchwisser (Austria) : the first female construction engineer for tall
structures. Eleanor Petterson (U.S.) : an FAIA, she found “Being a woman in
this profession has been an advantage.” Minette De Silva (Sri Lanka) : the
first woman member of the RIBA and an historian of Asian architecture.
Johanna Schroeder (Netherlands) : an interior designer who pursues new
technologies. Alison Margaret Smithson (UXK.) : an architect and author
who worked at LCC, and founded the design collective Team 10. Nobuko
Tsuchiura (Japan) : studied with Frank Lloyd Wright at Taliesin, and won a
competition for new middle-class housing designs.

Professor Dunay’s closing words were that “Architecture expresses
itself through the inner disposition of its creator,” with a projection of
Nobuko Tsuchiura, who is looking toward the future in the blue sky. These
remarkable achievements of pioneering women moved us a great deal and
energized us to recover from this disaster.
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Professor Kay Edge spoke at the opening of the Pioneering
Women exhibition. Her talk, titled Overlaps and Parallels, covered
the history of the IAWA and women architects. It was impressively
pithy and I agreed with her that gender equality is still our shared
challenge everywhere. I respected both Kay Edge and Donna
Dunay for having the courage to visit Japan in the midst of the
Fukushima crisis. (WATANABE Kiyomi)

Following is a summary of her talk:

The IAWA welcomes the opportunity to show this important
history here in Tokyo; it is the history of women's involvement in
the design professions around the world. Since those professions
have traditionally been dominated by men, it has been something
of an endangered history, threatened with erasure. Our work is not
only to preserve the physical materials of these architects but also to
preserve and tell their stories. It was important for us to come here
for two reasons: first, as a way to make this work known around the
world and second, after the disaster, it became more important for
us to make the trip to Japan as our way of showing support at a very
difficult time in Japan’s history. We are happy to be here and we
appreciate the opportunity to share some of the materials from our
Archive with you.

Our graphic timeline shows these overlaps and parallels. While
Nobuko Tsuchiura and her husband were studying in the United
States at Frank Lloyd Wright's Taliesin in 1923, Lilia Skala in Austria
was working first as a builder’s apprentice and then as an interior
designer. Han Schroeder opened her own office in 1954. At almost
the same time, in 1953 in Japan, a group of 29 young women
architects was establishing an organization called PODOKO. These
are just some of the women we have presented in this exhibit and just
some of the overlaps and parallels that we find in our history. These
women and others whose work resides in the Archive can serve as
silent guides for women architects practicing now. The drawings and
materials that we collect tell their stories and help us to keep those
stories alive. (Summarized by TANAKA Atsuko)

NAKAJIMA Akiko
hE BT

I would like to begin by saying that I was very pleased and enjoyed
working on the Exhibition of Pioneer Women Architects from June 6th-
17th, 2011.

Two years ago, Ms. Matsukawa asked me to hold the traveling
exhibition of the IAWA 25" anniversary in Japan. At first, I thought
that the exhibition would be co-sponsored by UIFA Japon and the
Architectural Institute of Japan, but in the end it was sponsored by UIFA
Japon and IAWA. The first minor difficulty we had to overcome was
deciding which organizations would sponsor the exhibition.

One of the most unforgettable memories of exhibition was when the
Tohoku earthquake and tsunami hit the eastern coast of Japan on March

11" Some of the members of UIFA Japon who had been busy preparing
the exhibition began devoting a great deal of time to support and help
sufferers and tsunami-stricken areas. Thank you all for all of your help!

Even with all of the difficulties we had to overcome, the exhibition
opened and closed successfully. What was one of the major outcomes of
this exhibition? I think UIFA Japon and IAWA had a chance to collaborate
deeply and build a close relationship. Ms. Dunay, Ms. Hedge and the
members of UIFA Japon had a chance to develop a better understanding
not only of the histories of pioneering women architects in the US.A. and
Japan, but also the ‘overlap and parallel” (borrowing Ms. Hedge’s words)
in both nations’ architectural histories. Furthermore, we could recognize
the role of women architects in our society.

The excellent leadership of Ms. Dunay and Ms. Matsukawa along with
the effective teamwork of UIFA Japon helped make this exhibition a great
success. We were supported by a grant from the Japan Architectural
Education and Information Center, which also helped contribute to the
success of the event.

From the 26" to the 28" of September we will participate in the UIA
2011 Tokyo events at the Tokyo International Forum. Let's prepare
for male and female architects coming from overseas, and younger
architects and students who missed our exhibition in June!
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Pioneering Women in Architecture: Tough and Flexible
Lives USUI Haruko

One of my projects is to research traditional houses. This is
not only because I like old architecture, but also because I am
attempting to explore the future of architecture. Having visited
Shaker Village, it was evident that America makes efforts to
preserve its historical heritage despite its short history. Although
Shaker religious beliefs have died out, customs have been handed
down as villagers continue to make furniture. IAWA, which
was established in the United States, collects female architect
drawings from all over the world. It shows the path women have
followed and will follow in the field of architecture.

Hayashi-Yamada-Nakahara Sekkei Dojin, where I worked for
several years, largely influenced my perceptions of working
women. In Western societies, the relationship between mother
and daughter is significant, affecting the lives of women. For
example, Johanna Schroeder was raised in the famed Rietveld
Schroeder House, which inspires her way of life. In addition,
having met Ute in Seoul, it was clear that Hilde Westrom was her
mother, as they resembled each other in the picture presented in
the panel. In the lecture by Donna Dunay, there was a childhood
picture of Ute looking at a turtle with her mother.

Looking at their way of life, which was powerful and flexible, I
would like the future generation to follow in their footsteps.
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Pioneering Women in Architecture in the Hall of Fame
MITO Miyoko

Since I was a student, I have felt the Architectural Institute of Japan
(AlJ) was the place to browse literature that is difficult to obtain, or
to listen to prominent speakers. The gallery recently exhibited the
achievements of pioneering women in architecture. I felt like they had
been inducted into the Hall of Fame in this Holy Land of architects.
And I was proud to see a young man looking at the exhibition
intently. Thanks to all the efforts my UIFA colleagues made to hold an
exhibition in this place.

Looking around many times, I was especially fascinated to see
an original detail drawing by Kimiko Suzuki. Even with so much
information on it, her arrangement of specific details was so novel
that it made the whole drawing a beautiful, even powerful, artwork.
This awesome piece made communication between designer and
developer successful.

Now that we are taking advantage of the systematic world of today,
such a drawing reminds us to put heart into our work.
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On March 11, 2011, The Tohoku earthquake showed us nature's tremendous force. It took families, places to live and work, and culture, then
left the threat of radioactive pollution. We have to face this reality, and do something to move foreword. We'd like to introduce our members’

activities aimed at a new start.

Post-Disaster Survey Results
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KAWACHI Shinsaku, UIFA Japon Disaster Support Team
UIFA JAPON XERSFYF—L HANR EE

A big earthquake has struck all over the world almost every year in
this decade, and taken so many human lives. Also, there is a serious
threat of another big earthquake like the "Tonankai earthquake" or
"Epicentral earthquake" which will hit a metropolitan area directly.
We have learned a lot from the Tohoku earthquake. Many of our
members live in a metropolitan area. They should prepare thoroughly
for the disasters.

Following are the results of a survey concerning what UIFA
members have done to contribute to the quake cleanup and the
rebuilding of Japan. It was sent to members on March 23 by the UIFA
Japon Disaster Support Team.

W7 —F2EE  Survey Results (E1ZE#K No. of responses: 33)

1. EDFEA Uiz & DI Location when quake occurred
Hite Area : HUEHLN Tokyo: 17 people. ##4%)[| Kanagawa: 6
535 Place : H¥ID MUz A Inside a building: 26
ORI Structure of building : RC: 13, Aj Wood: 5

2. HIEBMNE & 7z & T D17H) L 1R Action and Information
OHIFEDOFENDULE % % T Action taken during quake

YOI 7z N Left building: 6. 5> Lh 5 O )7z #X % 7z A Held onto falling objects: 6. #HldD Fic & < - 7z A Hid under

desk: 5
HIFE D& 2 DM ATEN Gathered information: 16,
@B DFENDIUNE > 72#1d Action taken after quake

THEHRINEEIZ T L € 5 Info source was TV: 8

FEND B REDINHF A 217> 72\ Checked rooms and prepped for aftershocks: 12,
J#EDTTH) % & 57z A\ Headed home: 14, J#*ET &7z A Able to go home: 9

3. 2DOEK DGR E 5 FNETE 5 feh ? What should you have done?

Of7E) Action

F B I U2 7H) &2 97X ¥ Gathered information quickly and taken adequate measures: 12, #5 < HOLREEMHRTNE

Secured my personal safety: 7

4 ST U TR A T E S FADFEZE What we can do for the stricken areas

OYHDHE & LT Short-term support
#4% Donating money: 10. #EYIE Rescue supply: 4.
HROFEH Provide information: 1, etc.
@ EMN374% £ LT Long-term support
ke 72 < #% Continuous support: 3.
for housing: 2, Jitbe& L CHfilll Visit areas: 1.
@HFEDHISE L LC As an architect

KT T ¢ 7iE#H) Volunteer work: 2 |

DD 7 Psychological care: 2, 1%

& EHTH@@,‘S’Z% Reconstruction support for small towns and villages: 2. {EZR# Care
SEPMYELIER Care for orphans: 1,

JRGERG 208 Counteract rumors: 1, etc.

HIED 7T A\ DIEE%ET % Propose city planning: 3. HUEH %z HIE 9 #22 Review assumptions: 2, TIWYH)IVIRT A T AR A )

% F59° % Insist on eco lifestyle: 2, 1G5
planning: 1.
@7 /D L L H < DITDNT Support system

HCDORNIZE &2y BT —2 %238 D iE#) D2 ] % Create local networks and expand activities: 1.

L5 [l D fE Y Make revival plan: 1.
TSRO HE 5750 B8 7% %5 < /55K Propose repair methods and collapse prevention: 1

L2751 FE > Design safe residences: 1. #DFHHE Town

UIFA JAPON I \#/NY 7 723

D HP TIHMP R Z32#19 % Establish a talent bank in UIFA Japon and exchange information and opinions online: 1
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Volunteer Activities for the Earthquake and Tsunami
Disasters KITAMOTO Mieko

As someone who is engaged in the field of urban planning, I
was wondering for a long time about who makes the decisions
concerning urban planning. I thought disaster countermeasures
are essential in the decision-making of public institutions in a
democratic community. So I thought I should go to the areas
struck by the Tohoku disaster, and joined a volunteer group that
formed via the internet.

My first experience was a three-day visit in the latter half of
the holiday week in May, during which I went to Otsuchi in Iwate
Prefecture by midnight coach, and stayed in a traditional house
preserved as a historic monument in Tono. I visited some refugee
centers, helped UNICEF's event, and dug out sludge at stricken
houses. The next weekend I visited Sendai to join a Tohoku group
composed mainly of local civil servants. I then joined a project
for the stricken area of Watari, which was organized by a Sakata
group, to dig out ditches there.

Volunteers can only perform less risky work, while
professionals must remove rubble by heavy machinery like
bulldozers. At that time, two months had passed since the natural
disaster, and there was much to do to restore the area. Being a
volunteer made me think once more about what I could do to
help in the reconstruction of Tohoku.

Considerations on Relocating to Higher Land
TERAMOTO Sekiko

I have been working as a Kenchiku Sodanin (Architectural
Consultant) to the JIA, and experienced many earthquakes. After
the Tohoku earthquake and tsunami, | worked as a housing
consultant in Sendai for five days at the beginning of May to help
the survivors in wooden houses damaged by the aftershock on
7" April.

When I looked at a map of Sendai city to define its geographical
characteristics, I could find many areas named after the old hills
and seashores around the fan-shaped bay. The issues I consulted
on related to foundation destruction that was beyond all
imagination. This happened in areas where the ground is tiered,
and neighbors examined an old map that suggested the presence
of a river in the past. I thought relocation and reconstruction
work should be an issue that not only individual residents, but
those in a wider area, should deal with. We researched and
analyzed more cases in the area, and found 54% of it consisted
of reclaimed land. When I later visited another tiered reclaimed
land site, I found 20 houses had been the victim of landslides.
We urgently need professionals to conduct detailed research and
analysis of the enormous damage done to the reclaimed land in
Sendai.
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The Tohoku Earthquake — A Power Greater than an
Architect’s MIYAMOTO Nobuko

I was in Ueno Station during the Tohoku earthquake on March
11th, and I could go to the institute office on March 12", I had to
do two things : one was to gather information about my students’
safety, and the other was to plan volunteer work for the students.

In late March, some teachers, students, and alumna planned
a project to build and support bathing areas for people in small
shelters. In the first weeks of April, some students went to Minami-
Sanriku to participate in a volunteer project with a nonprofit
group. I went with another staff member to pick up the volunteers
from April 16" to 17".

When [ got there, my first impression was to say, the tragedy
was very unfair. The border between the disaster-hit area and the
rest area is very clear. Over there, there’s nothing but destroyed
things, and here, there is daily life as if nothing ever happened.
Houses are still there on the hillside area, but near the seaside,
there’s nothing at all. I felt how small and inconsequential our
strength and quake-resistant knowledge was, in the face of the
tsunami’s power.

But on the other hand, the students communicated with village
people, and were impressed by the words of thanks and sense of
well-being after they had used the baths they built. That made all
of us feel very grateful that we could be of assistance.

On May 8", 18 students, 2 staff members and I went to
Ishinomaki with a Gyoda volunteer team. We dug and disposed
of sludge with hand shovels and found some treasures such as
photos, an official seal and a bank card. When the locals gave us
their profound thanks, I felt how worthy it is to volunteer, in spite
of it being a heavy load.
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Volunteering after 3/11 with Students
KUROISHI Izumi

Since the Tohoku earthquake, I have been part of ongoing
volunteer activities with my students. In March, with 50 students,
we collected donations on the streets for two weeks, and received
critical comments from colleagues and classmates that we
were too noisy and pious, since there were internet donation
websites available. When we went to help clean up the damaged
fishermen’ s villages on Oshika peninsula in Ishinomaki, I noticed
that even though there were a lot of volunteers working in the
area, the presence of effective leadership and organization in
each small community resulted in a greater level of progress with
outsiders.

Our third volunteer activity was the cleanup of the damaged
site of a historical building in Kesennuma. There were
disagreements between the owner of the house, anthropology
researchers and architectural professionals in terms of the
quality of the damaged objects and the speed of cleanup, which
signified the necessity of more support for all of them. Tokyo is
only a few hours distance by bullet train from Kesennuma, where
damage was so great that it is now loosing its population. This
delay of reconstruction in the affected areas is both contradictory
and symbolic in the economically and culturally advanced society
of Japan, but it is a terribly inhumane situation. We are planning
to revisit Kesennuma at the end of July to continue our volunteer
efforts.
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