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The 2012 UIFA Japon General Meeting was held on 16th
June at the Economic Research Association in Ginza. A
quorum was achieved, and agenda items concerning annual

activities, the budget and new official members were all
approved. (USUI Haruko, trans.=NA)
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2012 Annual Meeting Commemorative Lecture; ITO Toyo,
“Next Generation Manifestations of Architects”
YOSHIDAAko FHHI

Ito Toyo, a world-famous architect and recipient of AlJ Prizes
(1986, 2003), the Golden Lion Prize at the Venice Biennale
(2002) and the Royal Golden Medal from RIBA (2006), among
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other awards, spoke about his creative works at UIFA’s 20th
Annual Meeting Commemorative Lecture in June. He also spoke
about the Fukushima Earthquake (3/11/11), which razed many
cities, damaged Ito’s Sendai Mediatheque, and created the need
for temporary housing and community spaces. In response, Ito
and a collaborative team of locals and experts from industry and
academia came up with plans. Their first project was a community
cottage, called Minna No le (House for All). Now, people from
within and outside the city gather there every day, and several
events have been held. What the earthquake- and tsunami-
affected areas need now are “bonds” among residents, so they can
support each other on the long road to recovery.

The new public commons approach is packed with possibilities
for permanent housing plans, including: Kanamachitakadai
Recovery House plan, building a stair house along a cliff, a
fishermen’s clubhouse, “matsuri” festival projects which remind
people of the area, and the Affect Energy Consumption System
project in the Gifu Multimedia Complex. Ito’s last slide showed
a charming graphic image of his Taichung Metropolitan Opera
House, which is under construction in Taiwan.

The excellent achievements of Ito’s works moved us a great
deal and energized us to recover from last year’s disaster.

UIFA Japon President, MATSUKAWA Junko
UIFA JAPON & RJILEF

As | mentioned at the General
Assembly in June, UIFA
1 Japon has been significantly
expanding its activities over
the past few years. Space
limitations do not permit me
to go into sufficient detail, but
I know, however, that all our
members recognize that most
people are proactively engaged
in a wide variety of work: not only routine tasks such as basic
operations and PR activities, but also special duties including
exhibitions like “Pioneering Women in Architecture from Japan
and Beyond,” international exchanges and supportive action for
the Tohoku Earthquake.

Concerning activities related to international exchanges —
fundamental to UIFA — we would like to promote preparations
for the Mongol Congress in 2013 as announced. Also, supportive
actions for the areas affected by the Tohoku Earthquake are still
an important pillar of our mission. Now in the second year since
the disaster, current conditions have entered a new phase. At this
juncture, it is significant to properly clarify and review how and
what we are allowed to do for the affected people. If we fail to
do this, we may lose their trust. Certainly it is not easy for us to
evaluate situations appropriately because UIFA is a flexibly linked
organization. Therefore, we should work together and cover
each other so that our dedication will produce fruitful results.
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Ongoing Support Activities by UIFA Japon
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Café Anywhere

A project to open a temporary café anyplace in the stricken
Tohoku area, serving tea and sweets in the style of the
Japanese tea ceremony, in order to provide a relaxing
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Hossue support
ER

A project that has continued for 6 years in Hossue, a village
that was stricken by a 2004 earthquake. We set up tea
ceremony parties, an open garden, hold new year's
celebrations and create original calendars, etc., to support
residents.




First "Café Anywhere" Held in Koriyama
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As part of our activities to support those stricken by the
Tohoku Earthquake, UIFA Japon opened a Dokodemo Café
(Anywhere Café) three times in lwaizumi, Iwate. Last July, the
first Dokodemo Café was held in Koriyama, Fukushima. Along
with three volunteers from the Tokyo Municipal Office and three
from the Niigata Architects Association, 11 members of UIFA
opened the one-day green tea café at a temporary housing site
in Tomiokacho and Kawauchimura. More than a year since the
earthquake, people in the area tend to stick close together due
to the uncertainties of their circumstances. Those evacuated
from the nuclear plant area, in particular, have difficulties in this
unstable, complex situation. One of the residents told me that she
never had a chance to get together with people from neighboring
towns. Through the power of the traditional tea ceremony, the
participants could have a pleasant time. | really wish they could
all return to normal life as soon as possible. (trans.=TA)

Lecture on Tourism in Rural Villages
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Hosei University Prof. Hidenobu Jinnai held a lecture as part
of Open Garden 2012, Hossue on 29th July. He introduced small
towns in Italy, his main field of research, which are very similar
to Hossue. Before the lecture, he walked around the village. The
undulation of the landscape reminded him of Val d'Orcia, Italy, a
World Heritage Site.

From the 1980s, ordinary small towns in the countryside have
attracted tourists to Italy (although I thought the slides he showed
were very attractive). The culture and history of these small towns
have been attracting attention even though they don't have any
special sightseeing spots. Such laws as the Law for Landscapes
and Law for Agriturismo have helped not just to conserve but
also to use these areas, while enhancing their qualities. Old farms
or industrial heritage sites that haven't been used for a long time
due to depopulation, have now been converted into nice hotels or
museums. There are also various activities like agriturismo and
pescaturismo, which are distinctive to each town, and visitors can
experience local culture.

If it makes visitors happy, and other people become more
interested, small towns could gain momentum to preserve and reuse
their own history and culture. The identity of rural people is being
recognized anew.

After the lecture, I walked around the village, enjoyed the
gardens, footbath, and beautiful sunset. Dinner was made with
local produce. People were nice and it was a comfortable place!
Prof. Jinnai said one of the most important elements of tourism is
"hospitality." But what is hospitality? | felt that means to provide a
cozy atmosphere that both visitors and locals can enjoy at their own
pace.
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Memories for Tomorrow
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Dentogiho Kenkyukai (Cooperative Organization for the Study
of Traditional Building Techniques) was established 20 years ago.
At the time, many old buildings were being demolished, and the
city | once knew was becoming an unfamiliar place. We started
by a collective will to keep a record, at least, of the buildings that
were being torn down.

We have been hosting annual lectures for 8 years, called
“Dengi Juku” (Traditional Techniques Class), in which we invite
professionals to talk about subjects that interest us and allow us to
cultivate further understanding. In the past, we have held lectures
on Japanese stained glass, Koyata roof tiles, tatami and Japanese
plaster, and have compiled the information and knowledge we
gained into a book. Although the book still requires some editing,
it is critical that we make the effort to record these techniques for
future generations. Japan, being an insular country, has absorbed
new techniques from abroad into its culture to preserve its
traditions.

Japan is experiencing unprecedented suffering from the nuclear
disaster and radiation in the aftermath of the Tohoku Earthquake.
House designs have become too reliant on electricity, but we must
reconsider such ways and increase efficiency by adopting the
power of humanity and nature, which once played a major role in
our lives.
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Special Edition: Cool Japan

It was a serious turning point for us all to experience “Tsunami + Radioactivity = 3/11.” Japan’s “green” archipelago suddenly
appeared to be a super electricity waster. Japan had concentrated on becoming a Western-style civilized country, eliminating our own
culture for years. But now, sushi and other Japanese foods have helped make us one of the most sophisticated cultures in world. Newly
designed round and folding fans have really caught on with young people, and even in the Marunouchi area. We often find strolling
couples wearing yukata (summer kimono). We are rediscovering our own lifestyle in this warm, humid climate.

This edition focuses on “mottainai,” the regret we feel over wasting certain intrinsic assets. We are thus celebrating such traditional
craftspeople as carpenters and steeplejacks, building in traditional but flexible ways utilizing technical skills, choice wood and other
natural materials, and our original style of gardening, which effectively and harmoniously combined the beauties of nature, stone,
water and plants. This is the time to look at our culture again to find the “chodoii” way move forward. (Chodoii = good enough, well-

balanced, nicely designed.)

Huntington Garden Japanese House
NOTAVRVERYY /==X /NI R

BRI B N T PR R - EA
fif « ZEIEX. TAVBDOKEZE N T4 A FITL S
T 1919 FEICRRNLENT, DL KIRFER D72 Th
FRCANRDHDONAARFER T, £V v/3=—X
MNDAETIEND HARBENESTND, ZHE, 20
TACHIFED 7 AV TN I % H ARERE 7 — MR T,
RO SYT o F IR THIE B ARESEE 1912 (1
BHNIBZELI-HO T HIHE 100 JAHEIZHT-D54E,
EFL LT BIRSCRE I OEE N Thiz, SHITR
T AT OBFIZHoT-RE THERE] BEHi-lcE
I, NSRS/ NI EbiER S,

D Rm— AN AT B AR, KB
TESFREO ISR FERE R SONTWD L, 2 BED
RGUF (?2) OFRITAKRBEEDEE TR,
MO EL T 1 BRI eSS, 2 BT B
B R H27200 TRED-H0 H AR 72, [
HAERT, ZOBMAE GO TT AVNTFEDLD viR=A L
DA E LT, TDEE, W74V =T DENTRE
NEb-oT=ZE, BROAARAKTIBELETNTTZ2E72E N
Dol BB IROSKREIXEERHZRZENZ,

DR AT ADEE LAY LB ER D) — - ~on—
REAE, ZOBYORELMEEZERL, TEXAETYHIOMIIE
gLIoEk BTz, FU—SalckiiE, BIROEEICH KO
HOREVEESTRIZEZA, PRENICEBEEST, TaxEHWT
o T=T AV DGR R TN CE SR 2 1=, FEI RO #h
HIXDUHEICRZA0NE, AV T7H0=T 0 B ARBEIIZNT
BWEEDS, EWROHH LI E ofSse, BRO Lo —
H— (?) b, BHTOLIRDBEELLY,

— )5, ARIBESNIZIERAEIL, 1960 U HTERO P41
CTHEIEICE TETONEAE T, RITHEEDOPREIH KN
WHTEEL LB B L, R ARDOFICEATEEIL,
HARDIEAS AT HIZ L THMTH: RIFb - ERIRO 0 A
FEES A - FRORRD o0 A ARESEL, TnEho
REROD A ARG — DA SR TA,

.:':_-.1 ;s Iy T

SN =AY RABILE

NAKANO Akiko

TANAKA Atsuko
Arh EF

9&/(:—7(/\?(?1“1_@

DAR=ALDRRNLT oL, HARER - BEFUIHKREEHIZ
HOEFVOHABDNT- -5, BRIREOMLAENEYINGS
H., #il-le7 — 202528 L0,

The Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens
in San Marino, California are known for having one of the finest
research libraries in America. Among several gardens, there is
a popular Japanese Garden where the Japanese House has been
situated since 1912. After a year of renovation, the garden and
house reopened this spring, marking the facility’s centennial. At
the same time, a teahouse called Seifu-an, built in the 1960s, was
donated to the garden by the Pasadena Buddhist Temple.

The Japanese House has unique features, including the
Karahafu roof of the entrance and the handrail on the upper
level. The floor plan is also not typical of Japanese domestic
architecture, making the house seem more like a showroom.
Although its historical background is mysterious, it is clear that
it was built through the collaboration of Japanese and Americans
and cared for by Americans for a century.

Architect Kelly Sutherlin McLeod devoted herself to restoring
the house with historic accuracy. Local shingle wood was used
again to restore the roof and the walls have gone back to their
original dark color. The teahouse made a return trip to Kyoto for
restoration by Yoshiaki Nakamura, whose father built the original
structure. It was carefully reassembled at the site by Japanese
craftsmen.

Both structures represent the Japanese fever of the times.
Japanese garden sand houses have been respected as an ideal
blending of nature and house. Thanks to The Huntington and their
professional restorers, we hope the Japanese Garden can be a
trigger for another Japanese boom.
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The Japanese Garden as Expression of Nature
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Special Edition: Cool Japan

MIFUNE Kyori
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The water falls and the light flows on the ground. We hope to commune
with Nature. | always experience Nature’s embrace in Japanese gardens.
In gardens I can feel Nature’s aesthetic sense.

Murin-an, a Japanese villa with a garden located near Nanzenji Temple
in eastern Kyoto, was built during the years 1894-1896. To date, it has
survived for over 100 years. The area is about 3,000 m’. The garden was
designed by YAMAGATA Aritomo and executed by OGAWA Jihei
VI (Ueji; 1860-1933), the pioneer of modern gardens in Japan. Murin-
an takes in the waters of Lake Biwa (670,000 m?) and lets it out. The
water flows continuously and is rich. Land where water flows is chosen
for gardens. The garden collects water and visualizes the circulation
of Nature. At Murin-an, Higashiyama (Mt. Higashi) can be seen in the
distance from the drawing room. The waterfall is visible along with
the water of Higashiyama. On a gentle slope, borrowing the hills of
Higashiyama as its backdrop, this stroll garden draws water by way
of the Biwako Sosui canal and beautifully incorporates a three-tiered
waterfall, a pond and a luxuriant lawn.

The waterfall is narrow; the pond is wide. The water changes form
freely. As a shallow stream, a little bird can also walk along it. The width,
the slope and modulating flow of water are incorporated into the garden,
making it appear that it flows
into the lower stream from the = -.-
upper stream. It also creates an
image from which marine water
returns to a mountain again. The -
garden has perfectly captured
Nature’s features. The sight of
the garden remains in the heart.
A garden is a stage expressing
Nature.

The familiar images of
Nature have been reproduced
in the garden. It went back to
the starting point, creating the
framework and structure of

Nature. =
AITDEEEDOR&KY [FhALHE]

The maple leaves nestle at the foot of Higashiyama,
dyeing the water colorfully.
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In preparation for life after retirement, Akiko decided to open
a small gallery on the first floor of her house, which was built 30
years ago. She loved arts and crafts and hoped the gallery would
be useful for young artists to present work, meet and talk. Akiko’s
husband gave up on his dream to have a garage and instead
supported her idea.

She asked me to renovate the house, since | am an architect and
old friend. | was also enthusiastic about her plan. The front yard
became a wood deck with a beautiful tree for all seasons and two
benches. The art space in the gallery could expand to the deck.
The living room on the second floor was designed in comfort

BANDO Misako
WMEASF
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concert with the simple buildings and alleys in Meguro, the area
is sure to become a good community inspired by the small gallery

for the family to feel the tree’s presence outside the window. In named Gallery A2. (trans.=TA)
Report from the Disaster (4): Lack of Progress in Tohoku IWAI Hiroko
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I would like to make a brief report about the ongoing
revitalization of Tohoku. More than 2,000 shrines, temples and
traditional buildings were partially destroyed or washed away,
and the national government has been recruiting professional
researchers, reconstruction and heritage managers for this
situation. But the housing policies for disaster victims do not
show any signs of progress. At a meeting to explain a highland
relocation project to the victims, they heard that small houses of
only about 118.7 m” are being prepared, with each square meter
costing 20,000 yen. That means an investment of over 20
million yen. Quarters in community houses are less than 30 m”

BEREDRFELLGIMIATERRFH IR OBRIK
Even though the victims had to endure miserable lives in
temporary shelters, they never raised their voices about housing,
and their needs have been ignored. Is this really a process of
“revitalization” for Tohoku?

It is so painful to see "Cheer Up, Tohoku!” signs in the
temporary shopping areas, as many volunteers work to remove
weeds from the deserted areas nearby. This is the ongoing
situation, one which makes me feel angry even as | write this
essay. (trans.=KU)
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