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Members:
Sekiko Teramoto (Architect/Ma Architecture) 
Junko Matsukawa-Tsuchida (Architect/President of Laboratory for Innovator's of Quality of Life) 
Nobuko Miyamoto (Chief of Students Affairs Section/Monotsukuri Institute of Technologists)  
Miki Morita (Architect/Ark Crew Co., Ltd.) 
Atsuko Yasutake (Dr.eng. Lecturer/Komazawa Women's University) 

1. The Birth of UIFA JAPON Supporting Team for Disaster Area 
The theme of UIFA Toulouse Congress 2004 was "The Role of Female Architects in the 

Natural Disaster". I pointed out in my presentation at the congress that there are many countries that 
are prone to the disasters triggered by the earthquakes almost on every day basis on our planet, that I 
have learned a lot from an interaction with the disaster areas in Turkey and that the participation of 
women in this field would be extremely important. Having said that, I am pleased that "Supporting 
Team for Disaster Area" was born in UIFA JAPON, bearing the fruits of UIFA Toulouse Congress.  

Shortly after the team was organized the Chuetsu earthquake occurred on October 23, 
2004. UIFA JAPON Supporting Team for Disaster Area proceeded to examine the situation and 
discussed the support in collaboration with the urban planners (Chuetsu Disaster Reconstruction 
Planners/NPO Japan Society of Urban and Regional Planners) and the support and the interaction 
between the supporting team and the small village called Hosse began. It has been nearly 2 years 
since we started to commit ourselves in supporting the village. Unfortunately, the Chuetsu Oki 
earthquake hit the area on July 16, 2007 and as a consequence, Hosse had to experience 2 
earthquakes in a short period of time even though the damage was not so grave this time. 

Nevertheless, it certainly crushed the villagers' spirit of "loving to continue living in the 
village" out them. 

I would like to elaborate on how to employ the measures while bringing a sense of identity of 
a small village called Hosse into play and on the course of a development. 

2. The Development of Hosse Project 
2-1 The Present State of Affairs in Hosse 

Hosse is a village in the mountains where people live on the rice crops. It is located in a 
mountainous area in Niigata Prefecture in Japan. (fig.1) 

Hosse is no exception in terms of experiencing a decline in population just as other villages 
located in the mountains, elsewhere in Japan and the decline still continues. The village consisting of 
103 households with 577 inhabitants in 1960 was transformed into the one of 54 households and after 
the earthquake in 2005 the number of inhabitants decreased drastically to 113 with 43 households. 
The inhabitants aged over 65 account for 66.4% in the area and it is getting even more difficult to 
maintain the village and the lifestyle due to the depopulation and the aging society.  

Reconstruction Plans for Disaster Area Based on the Hosse Village’s Identity ;
                                           The Development of the Hosse Project

by UIFA JAPON Supporting Team for Disaster Area
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(Fig.2: The premises with a pond in snow)

(Fig.1-1: location of Hosse)                               (Fig.1-2: location of Niigata)  

2-2 Support Activities for Hosse 
(1) Stay-in Project 

Since December, 2005 someone has stayed in the village at least once a week   
collaborating with the urban planners to deliberate the direction of regeneration of the village 
together with the local people. We, too, have come to stay once or twice a month. 

(2) Tea Ceremony for Developing a Good Rapport 
The team formed for the tea ceremony has expanded and the volunteers from UIFA JAPON 

have been working on it. In the beginning, the tea ceremony was held for connecting people who 
lived in the temporary housing and those who lived in the village. This project has turned out to be a 
success which leads us where we are now and serves as the optimum vehicle connecting us 
closely with the village. The tea ceremony is held 3 times a year on a regular basis. 

(3) Rediscovery of Vernacular Houses Project 
In this project, we have noted that the vernacular houses are the great assets of the village 

from the architects' point of view, but not only the fact that this project deserves our attention, the 
CDs and the calendars featuring the houses in the village appeared as the fruits of our best endeavors.

(4) Tassharakai 
The council called Tassharakai was born when the mutual trust between the village and us 

and the local autonomous body and us came to maturity after a year had passed. Our objective was 
to aim at "sustaining the village as a livable place for many years to come". The council was divided 
into 3 groups before meeting for counsel. The three groups were as follows: 1. Domicile  2. 
Interaction  3. Industry  We became in charge of Domicile and as a result of our consultations the 
3 subjects were extracted on the agenda, which were 1. Snow  2. Landscape  3. People of 
Advanced Age. At the end of March, 2007 the urban planners and we put all the activities of 
Tassharakai into our regeneration plans. 

(5) Putting Our Plans into Practice 
We have been working toward the solution of 3 agendas 

mentioned above. In addition, the postcards were made. 

3. The Charm of Hosse 
3-1 The Snow  
Hosse is located in the heavy snowfall area and is designated as 
one of the said areas by the government of Japan. The year after 
the earthquake the snow accumulated up to 4 meters. Naturally, the 

Hosse

Niigata Prefecture

Map of Niigata Prefecture Map of Japan
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(Fig.3: Japanese cedars on the premises)

snow is a heavy burden in a life of Hosse. Except for removing the snow from the main roads, 
removing job must be carried out individually. There found a case that the obstacles (such as 
mud-walled storehouse) surrounding the main building of the house have been pulled down in order 
to reduce the burden of removing the snow from the premises by securing the space for the heavy 
machinery to be operated. 

3-2 The Premises and the Landscape              
From a bird's eye-view, Hosse is surrounded by the mountains, on the slant, and that is why 

there are no ordinary rice paddy, but the terraced rice paddy surrounding the village. The Japanese 
cedar trees serve as a windbreak on the premises and the pond on which are of great use for the 
snow management and the formation of the main house called Chumon-Zukuri are distinctive of 
Hosse and all of which are essential element of the landscape. 

The premises consist of the main building, the 
mud-walled storehouse, the front garden, the Japanese cedar 
and/or the bamboo trees, the pond and the ditch for melting the 
snow. Prompted by the earthquake the inhabitant of Residence A 
moved to a suburb, closer to the center of Nagaoka city. 
Therefore, there are virtually no crops or flowers. There is a 
mud-walled storehouse and it is connected to the main building of 
the house so as to secure an easy access during the winter. 
There is also a pond in the garden. The pond is appreciated as it 
is in the summer and is used for melting the snow in the winter. 
The bamboo trees in front of the entrance are protecting the 
house against the wind from blowing and the snow from falling and accumulating from the north and 
from the west. The Residence B is surrounded by the Japanese cedars and is equipped with the 
snow ditch where the water can be drawn from underground. The main building is relatively new in 
comparison with other parts of the house. It was built in 1934 and is blended well with the surrounding 
area on one hand, but on the other hand, the workshop hut was recently built with economical new 
materials and hardly blends into the neighborhood. There found some similar workshop huts or the 
garage that were all built economically and rationally and therefore, they make nothing but a blot on 
the landscape. 

3-3 The Vernacular Houses in Hosse 
Hosse has a history of nearly 500 years according to the document titled "The History of 

Oguni-machi Town" and its people take pride in their history of 16 generations. The Hosse village is 
also sprinkled with the houses of more than 100 years old and there are 20 houses with a thatched 
roof, but in reality, a thatched roof is all covered by a tin roof now. The original look of the house is 
hard to find as building an extension and/or the reconstruction with new building materials made it 
rather difficult for us to see. These houses in disguise are all over the place in Hosse 

4. Approach to Creative Reconstruction:Maintenance and Development of Village Identity
The central issue at stake is how to support "permanent residency" of the Hosse villagers by 

UIFA JAPON Supporting Team for Disaster Area in the multiple support projects. And in the meantime, 
I would think that we should focus our concentration on the important projects explained below and in 
so doing, I am certain that it will pave the way for the reconstruction of the village which can make the 
most of its identity. 
(1) Snow Holiday: Management of the Snow, an asset and a big challenge of the village 

In the past and up to day, the snow was individually shoveled by a family unit and/or by the 
group which were paid for the job in the village. I would like to suggest the fellowship which calls for a 
help of the children and/or the grandchildren who left the village for the cities and of the volunteers. 
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How about getting all together for shoveling the snow off all the houses in the village on a certain date 
every winter? In so doing, the children, the grandchildren and the volunteers will be able to learn the 
technics of snow shoveling and the wisdom of living with the snow. In this way, all the village people 
can overcome enormous difficulties during the winter and will be able to continue to live in the village, 
won't they? 
(2) Establishing a Landscape Committee and Local Rules:

The Beauty of a Rural Landscape can be Recognized, Nurtured and Protected by the Villagers.
The Hosse village is surrounded by the rolling mountains and is a beautiful village where the 

Echigo-Chumon-Zukuri houses are scattered against the background of Japanese cedar forest. The 
village takes pride in the natural forest of beeches and oaks and the terraced rice paddy. However, 
the challenges are big as well. The utility poles mar the beauty of the fine scenery and the collapsed 
houses due to the earthquake still remain in the neighborhood while the newly built houses that are 
not exactly matching well with the rest of the village ruin a rural landscape. These problems have 
come to light gradually. Taking this opportunity, I would like to make a proposal so as to keep the 
landscape as a valuable asset of the village and to draw up plans so that the villagers could set up the 
rules by themselves. 
(3) Making the Village Easy for the People of Advanced Age to Live: 

Record Cards that Grasp the Situation and Seeking Cohabitation 
The villagers have lived in the houses that were built by their grandfathers and/or 

great-grandfathers having repeated building an extension or reducing the size of the house according 
to an ever-changing number of family. I would like to suggest that "a record card" of each house to be 
made for a good grasp of the state of the house. We would, of course, offer our consultation to the 
villagers who love the village and have every intention of living in the same house for many years to 
come. Our consultation would cover reconstruction, building an extension and making the house 
barrier-free and so on. Taking cohabitation during the winter into account, I would also like to suggest 
some feasible measures for the villagers to be able to continue living in the village which they love for generations.

5. Continue to Live: A Sensible Approach to Sustainability of the Village 
 Activities for Providing Record Cards and Consultation 

(1) Aiming at Sustainable Existence of Hosse Reflecting the Will of Village 
The image of Hosse district in view of after reconstruction was presented in the villagers' 

organization called Tassharakai last year. There are 3 main programs featured in the Hosse District 
Reconstruction Plans and I would like to make a report on one of the three, namely, "a record card" 
which collects and keeps all the data on all the wooden houses in the village and on "the consultation activity".

For instance, we would ask the owner of the house when the house was built and let us 
suppose we should hear that the house was the oldest in the village and was said to have been built 
in the Edo period. We would then refer to the genealogical tree and could assume that the house had 
been built in 1615. The contents of the record of the house also provide critical information on the 
damage caused by the Chuetsu earthquake and on as to how the repairs have been done. In case of 
the Chuetsu earthquake, the data on the repairs was collected by sending out questionnaires to the 
earthquake victims and by asking them to fill out the form. After all the data had been collected, we, 
experts conducted a fact-finding on the spot to hear about the actual history of living to complete each record.

(2) Identity of the Village: In case of Echigo-Chumon Jutaku 
The oldest building in the village is Ohashi Jutaku 1 which was built in 1615. 20 distinctive 

houses with a thatched roof (Kayabuki Yosemune roof) including Ohashi Jutaku 2 which was built 
around in 1900 establish an identity of the village. It is noted and it deserves our attention that the 
best possible building materials were used for Ohashi Jutaku 2 whose thatched roof was covered with 
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a metal roof this year. 

(Fig.4: A thatched roof made of Japanese pampas grass)  (Fig.5: High-sidelight for the rooms covered with the heavy snow )

(3) Continuity of Identity of the Village 
The villagers would leave the village behind in the mountains when shoveling the snow 

should become impossible for people of advanced age. Another concern is how to make an effective 
use of empty houses that are left uninhabited after the earthquakes. Whether those houses can be 
used only for the winter season or can be used for cohabitation and/or used as so-called "day service 
center" where the villagers can mingle with others to spend their time together, etc, on the trail basis 
are being suggested. 

6. Continue to Live While Bringing Back Identity to Life in the Hosse Village 
As we have mentioned, there is a history of several hundred years of coexisting with the 

nature in the Hosse village. In particular, the houses that were designed and built in harmony with the 
environment using the local lumber are the valuable assets for every villager and they all wish to 
continue to live in their village in Hosse. 

But on the other hand, the laws and the guarantee system for the buildings in Japan are not 
at all favorable to the wooden ones. Especially, as far as the stress of the earthquake is concerned, a 
traditional wooden structure is designed and built to tolerate the stress, however, the regulations of 
earthquake-resistance are equally imposed on the wooden structure as on the reinforced concrete 
buildings, merely seeking the structure that can resist the mighty force. For that reason, even in the 
reconstruction process which started after the Chuetsu earthquake in 2004 there is a fear in the 
reconstruction of the village. The original purpose of making it possible for those who wish to continue 
to live in the historical wooden structure which has a history of several hundred years in Hosse might 
be lost and turns out to be a completely different recovery at the end of the road. 

We, UIFA Supporting Team for Disaster Area, are committed ourselves to the reconstruction 
of Hosse making the most of its village identity in order for the people who live there to be able to 
carry on their lives with pride and joy. 

We, experts, working as volunteers, are about to drive a wedge into the society of Japan, 
facing up the current problems of the Japanese system as a whole since we firmly believe that 
thinking and talking about what the reconstruction after the earthquake should be with the local 
people will make our goals be achieved. 

Incidentally, you might as well have the problems of differences between historical 
architecture and modern architecture or the perils of traditional structure caused by an overwhelming 
disaster including earthquakes in your countries. From a global point of view, our  
activities and commitment may be restricted in the tiny village in the mountains  
of Japan, nevertheless, we would assume that there should be some problems  
that we could share with you. We would very much appreciate your support and  
the wisdom flowing from all of you.
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 One century has passed under this tile roof on
a rural village headman’s farmhouse. The
owner’s son pushed his elderly mother to
revamp it into a modern home with his personal
office. Everything was started from survey,
because they had no plan.

 AGEYA (special organaised engineers) made
the entire house raise 1 meter up to create those
new reinforced concrete foundation. Dureing
60days of this heavy lifting, investiga-tion of the
old and rotten wood colums finish-ed, and we
decided to change almost 80% of them but the
strong wood beams were all preserved. Finally
the house unloaded 1 meter down with every
treatment for the structual point.

    

    

  7 points of identities remain as Japan Style.     
1.  The View from Interior and from corridor.
2.  The Formal Entranceway
3.  3 Household Shrine
4.  Translucent Sliding Doors
5.  Screening Devies and Transoms
6.  The Tatami Veranda and Tatami mats
7.  IRIMOYA Style of ROOf Shape

IDENTITY              
AKIKO NAKANO

Old Japanese Roof Sheltered
              New Style Home Office    

         Appearance from street side

Final plan is made the access from the
north. Approach has corridor beside
the warehouse which has original
atmosphere. On the right side, the
owner is living in modern style interior,
and her son has his office in left area.

Entrance Hall is in the middle zone
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60

60

43

180

IDENTITY — 
  

 

m

1m降ろして元の位置に戻しま
した。和のスタイルを維持するた
め、家の中にあった３カ所の神棚
の保存と再生、障子の一部や欄間
など貴重な建具の再利用や、たた
み敷きの縁側など、日本の文化を
新しい暮らしに採りいれました。

南入りだった玄関を道路側に持ってきて北
入りとしました。蔵に添えて増築した下屋を
通り、庭を愛でて母屋に至る導線が、この家
の新しいアイデンティティーとなることを期
待しています。
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ARCHITECT

Tokyo, JAPAN

E-mail :  
Cazmasa@aol.com

Maybe it’s because I’m getting old, more 
opportunities have been given to design the retirement 
home in these years. In this presentation, I show you 
three examples of the renovated house which owner 
wish to spend the rest of life with great individuality 
and meaningful life-style.

I renovated I-house several times. This time, I 
reformed her son’s room effectively for 
widening the living room. The room can be used 
as her working space in her old age with easy 
access to the other rooms. She spent a lot of her 
life in France and prefers to mix Japanese and 
French interior accessories by using Japanese 
transom window “Ranma” and so on. She also 
acquires her life with a great deal of personality.

My next-door couple is devout Christians and they 
requested a sort of guest house for gathering. As a 
symbol, an octagon-shaped tower is built in a part 
of the living space. The wife, who is a good 
gardener, wishes to keep the beautiful vista of the 
garden, and to gain greater mental fulfillment with 
the harmony of hymn for their rest of lives.

Heading into retirement, N wishes to 
live in “Japanese-style” home to 
change her hobby of calligraphy into 
a professional career of tutoring, 
researching and pursuing in the rest 
of her life. The difficult point is to 
show a small space of 500m2 wider,
and we had a hard time to select the 
hinge bracket of the rest room’s door.

Calligraphy room

Living

Bed room
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What is Hosse ?

Where is it located ?

How big is the damage
of the earthquake in
October 2004?
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3

Cost of Clearing Snow from Roofs

Cost of Clearing Snow from House Site

Cost of Stamping Snow

Total amount for taking care of snow for this
village is: 2,600,000Yen/Winter(17,333Euro
/Winter)It is 58,000Yen/Household
(387Euro/Household)

Specified as "HEAVY
SNOWFALL AREA"

Snow plowing
Active life goes on
even under the snow

Playing with Snow

Blessing from Snow
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4
UIFA JAPON
Supporting Team 
for Disaster 
Area

 Landscape Destructions 

景観委員会
Landscape Committee
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Dotted, 54 Echigo-Chumon  jutaku

Identity of the Village: 

    In case of Echigo-Chumon

         Jutaku
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