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Our Website Has Been Renewed!
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The UIFA JAPON website was completely renewed on
November 20, 2023.

There are three main points of this renewal.

(1) The website can be used comfortably on PCs,
smartphones, tablets, and other devices.

(2) The design and page structure were reviewed

and improved to make the information easier to

understand and quicker to find, covering the latest

information on events and various activities.

The website is also widely used as an archive of

UIFA JAPON, with many photos of newsletters,

publications, exhibitions, tours, support for

volunteer activities, and other activities.

It also incorporates YouTube videos of everything
from the UIFA Japan Congress to the latest Housing
Planning Tips, and is filled with records of UIFA
JAPON's 30 years of activities.

The UIFA JAPON website will be further enhanced in
the future. We would like to thank Ms. Anna Imahoko
for her cooperation in this project.
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This year (2023), we have continued the theme of "100
years since the Great Kanto Earthquake" in our Newsletter.
Why not focus on the destruction of towns and lifestyles,
even if not caused by earthquakes, that affected our own
way of life or caused us to take some action in response to
such destruction? The content is therefore broad, and we
hope that you will think about various things from it.
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Me, the War and Environmental Planning Education — Interview with Dr. Nobuko Ogawa
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At the time of World War II, I was a student at Atomi
Girl's School and was mobilized as a student to work at
the Lion Toothpaste Factory near Umaya Bridge. When
the bombing hit downtown on February 25, 1945, the
factory was destroyed and I had to return home to Kita-
Urawa. Walking out via Umaya Bridge with a friend
going home in the same direction, I witnessed the
devastation of people floating in the Sumida River from
the top of Umaya Bridge, and turned away as [ passed
by. I was asked to stay at a friend's place in Akabane.
The next day we crossed the railroad bridge over the
Arakawa River on foot, and took a train returned to Kita-
Urawa. In subsequent air raids such as the Tokyo Air
Raid, I remember seeing Tokyo burn and turn red from
Urawa.

Since my factory had burned down, I worked
at school, cleaning up bombed-out buildings. On
August 15, the day the war ended, we gathered in the
schoolyard to listen to the announcement of the war's
end. The war was over. I felt that the world had changed
completely after the war. The quality of information
changed, and I realized, "This is what peace is all about!"
I thought, "Thank God!".

After graduating from a girls' school in 1947, my
Japanese painting teacher advised me to enter a new
career path, the Department of Life and Art at Japan
Women's University, as a "more flexible career path".

After graduating from a women's college, I worked
in the Tsuchiura Architectural Office. After attending a
study group with a design education specialist from the
U.S. who is descendant of Bauhaus, I had a course called
Basic Design and am still convinced that should be
trained to develop from a single point or line to a plane
or three dimensions.
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Me, the War and Architecture — Interview with Ms. Takako Funatsu
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[ returned from Manchuria to Japan in 1953, eight years
after the Second World War. I could transfer to the third
year of high school in Kanazawa City. Already past the age
of 20, [ studied hard to catch up.

In 1945, I was a student at a high school in Manchuria.
Ten years earlier, my father had taken us when he went
to build the hydroelectric power station there. I lived in
Homan, which had a dam that was the second largest in
the world at the time. On 15 August of my third year at
the girls' school, I heard about the end of the war on the
radio. In 1947, people began to repatriate to Japan, but my
father and 20 other engineers and their families were left
behind.

Father asked me to put together technical documents
of the power station, and this was my first job. Also, an
architect from Harbin had come, and I learnt the drawings.
Then I entered an architecture college in Changchun,
Soon after, I returned to Japan and went back to live in
Kanazawa. At the new high school , I was behind in basic
academic skills and studied hard, especially English. The
following year, I was able to enrol in the Architecture
Department of Hosei University. Just as my father got a job
in Tokyo, we moved. After graduating from university, |
joined the Housing Corporation.

[ still keep in touch with some of the overseas members
I met at the UIFA JAPON World Congress, but talking to
them, I felt there was a big blank in my life because I could
not study at school. So I took up English conversation
lessons, and I have been trying to make up for the eight
years of delay.
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My Experience of Natural Disasters
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My friend was so terrified that he crawled on all fours
like a dog!

When he was trapped in a leaning building, my
friend’s tailbone sunk into his hip joints with fear, and
his body was frozen on all fours like a dog. He visited
various doctors, but there was no hope of recovery. A
doctor with military experience told him that he had
seen many cases of this on the battlefield. It would
require a lot of work to fix it. He gathered young plastic
surgeons to mend it. And it healed beautifully.

| became a monstrous demon at that time!

My parents' home is in Osaka, on the route of
northbound typhoons. When I was 3 years old, the
infamous Muroto typhoon came through. When I was
an adult, Typhoon Jane came. In the eye of the typhoon,
it was quiet, so I went up the banks of the nearby Muko
River, which was backed up by the storm surge and
came in from the sea. My neighbor's house was already
flooded and it was approaching the front door of my
house.

[ went to the tatami room, peeled off 30 tatami mats,
and pushed them upstairs. During this 15-minute
period, the floodwaters stopped just a few centimeters
below the floor. The stupidity of the fireplace! It took us
a month to get it working again.

Double disaster is the true form of disaster!

[ learned from a wooden structure teacher that
structural standards don't consider the possibility of a
major earthquake on a day of heavy snowfall! However,
all huge disasters have the aspect of a double disaster.
Kazuki Nakabayashi's lecture at UIFA JAPON was a
brilliant scientific presentation.
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From a Town of Century-old Row Houses in a High-density Wooden Housing Area

—People Still Want to Continue Living There
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NAKAJIMA Akiko

Kyojima, Sumida-ku, Tokyo, is one of the most
densely built-up wooden neighborhoods in Japan, and
is also a "miracle town" that survived the Great Kanto
Earthquake and the Tokyo Air Raid. We rent a row
house in the Kira Kira Tachibana shopping street, where
many prewar row houses are located and the aging
population is the highest, and I run the Kira Kira Chaya
of the NPO Sumida Sawayaka Net.

We rented the store from the landlord for an
unbeatable rent and opened "Chaya." It was reinforced
to be earthquake resistant, and a counseling room and
kitchen were added. Machikado Dining is held monthly,
and there are meetings of the Go-game club, the
Community Welfare Platform, and Chiba University's
Kids Club, among others.

We are expected to create a non-destructible, non-
flammable home and community, but we are busy
interacting with the various people of the community.
We hold some picture-book exhibitions as well as events
for the shopping street.

However, if this situation continues, when a major
disaster occurs, we will not be able to cope with the
collapse of buildings, even if we can get support from
the community. At this time, a movement to revitalize
Kyojima row houses is gaining momentum, led by
young people. They are renovating prewar row houses
and turning them into cafes and offices.

The Tokyo Metropolitan Government and Sumida
Ward's disaster prevention measures have targeted
prewar row houses for removal. However, rather than
rebuilding them into RC housing complexes, we want
to take advantage of the comfort of the wooden row
housing, where people can connect with each other in
a relaxed atmosphere. We will resume the creation of
a safe and comfortable home and community after the
Covid disaster. Now our biggest issue is to prevent flood
damage as an area sandwiched between two rivers.
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The 11thMetropolitan Disaster Prevention Week
Exhibition and Bosai Café Report BANDO Misako
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