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Reporton the Third Noto Tea Cafe & Housing Consultation Meeting
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MIYAMOTO Nobuko

Since the Noto Peninsula Earthquake on January 1,
2024, we have held the tea cafe three times.

On October 4, 2025, we gathered in Kanazawa and
arrived at the Wajima City Touge Daiichi Danchi
Community Center in two cars. By 2:00 PM, the seats
were full, and we served Japanese sweets and green
tea. During the event, a choral group visiting from
South Korea also performed. About 40 people stayed
for a while.

On October 5, preparations began early at the
Tatsuruhama-Kakiyoshi Daiichi Housing Complex
Community Center near our lodging in Nanao City.
Since their temporary housing units are cramped,
families wanted to discuss matters together, so lively
conversations started around a single table. At 10:30
AM, we started the tea cafe. Students encouraged
people to come, visitors increased, and we even
delivered tea-and-sweets sets. The tea gathering
wrapped up around noon. About 18 people visited.

Some of the housing consultations covered quite
complex issues, such as ownership disputes over
land and buildings, and taxation problems for land
where the buildings no longer exist.
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We asked the six UIFA members who
visited Expo 2025 in Osaka to contribute
reports. The legacy left by the Expo (both
“hard” and “soft”) lies in the evolution of
technology that opens up the future, leading
to the potential for solving social challenges.
How can we engage with this “Expo Legacy™?

The construction of an Integrated Resort
(IR), cited as the backdrop for hosting the
World Expo, is proceeding on the adjacent
northern Expo site despite various challenges
and concerns. We will continue to closely

oo, HEREROGFELIZNMAEON, ZOREENOECE  monitor the future IR construction and the
N5, utilization of the former venue site.
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The Appeal of World Expos ITO Kyoko and “promotion of new technological advancements.
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Everyone enjoys an expo in their own way, but
for those involved in architecture, encountering
innovative designs rarely seen elsewhere is a major
attraction. attended the Osaka Expo from its
opening day.

@ Starting with the 1970 Osaka Expo

My first experience was the 1970 Osaka Expo .

The next was the 1985 Tsukuba Science Expo.
The HSST (High-Speed Surface Transport) magnetic
levitation train exhibited there evolved and became
the Linimo Line, which opened in conjunction with
the 2005 Aichi Expo and is still in operation today.
@Learning from the 2005 Expo Aichi

In 2000, I visited the Awaji Flower Expo and
toured Tadao Ando’s works. That same year, I went
to the Hannover Expo, where the Japanese Pavilion,
designed by Shigeru Ban, stood out.

In 2005, the Aichi Expo was held in my hometown.
My husband, a public servant, was involved from
land acquisition briefings to construction and
maintenance during the event, and dismantling
afterward. It made me realize that the success of an
expo is supported by such efforts behind the scenes.
@ Visiting World Expos Abroad

[alsoattended the 2008 Zaragoza Expo, the
2010 Shanghai Expo, and the 2012 Yeosu Expo. In
Zaragoza,  was moved by Zaha Hadid’s design of the
Bridge Pavilion. In Shanghai, I was overwhelmed by
China’s massive pavilion. At the 2015 Milan Expo,
Japan showcased its traditional wooden architecture
through a timber pavilion, and I was captivated by
TeamLab’s digital art for the first time.

@®The Long-Awaited 2025 Expo

Unfortunately, [ couldn’t attend the 2020 Dubai
Expo (held 2021-22) due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
So I was especially looking forward to the 2025
Osaka Expo. Having experienced many World
Expositions, I found this one particularly rich
in content. True to its theme, it deeply inspired
reflection on “life” and “the future.”
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The Appeal of the Grand Ring ONO Masako
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The Grand Ring Roof received a lot of attention at the
Expo. I had the opportunity to hear a direct explanation
from Sou Fujimoto, the designer of the ring. What made
the biggest impression on me from Mr. Fujimoto’s talk
was the lawn on top of the ring. There is a slope on the
east side that is sloped so you can lie down and watch
the sun set. Another interesting fact is that the structure
was constructed by three leading general constructors
in Japan. A unique point is the material used for the
wedges used in the through-joints. Each company
developed its own unique combination of wood and iron
in the materials used for the wedges, showcasing their
engineering expertise in supporting this large-scale
wooden structure.

Witnessing the combination of technologies from three
of Japan's leading construction companies inspired great
expectations for the future advancement of Japan’s
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Expo Pickled Plum Voucher ARIMURA Naoko
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I went to the Expo. I had three reasons for going:
® My husband was deeply moved by the Osaka
Expo 55 years ago.

@ [ wanted to see the Grand Ring.

® The two architects from Nanometer Architects
who designed the Satellite Studio (East) are based
in Aichi. Last May, [ participated in a straw-weaving
experience event they advertised on social media.
I really wanted to see the actual exterior wall I had
been involved with.

I could only book the Earth Mart pavilion, which
was produced by broadcast writer Kundo Koyama.
The exhibition was deeply thought-provoking.
Finally, I received an Expo Pickled Plum Voucher.
It's a voucher for pickled plums actually pickled
at the venue, to be eaten in 2050. I wonder if I'll
actually get to eat them.
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Osaka Expo Toilet Accessibility:
Experiencing from a Wheelchair
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There were 45 restrooms at the Expo. Among the eight
designer restrooms inside the gates and one on the Grand Ring,
Iused Restrooms 2, 6, and 8.

@ The sliding door of the multipurpose stall in Restroom 2 had
no space next to the handle. The handle end obstructed access,
making it difficult to lock or unlock the door from a wheelchair.
I'had to get up to operate it.

@ Toilet 6 was an all-gender restroom. A handwashing area
was located in the center, flanked by shared stalls on either side,
with urinals positioned at the far end. Although the flow was
one-way, some expressed hesitation about entering due to the
enclosed, confined space where diverse users mixed. The
multipurpose toilet, accessible directly from outside, seemed
easier to enter and was used by a diverse range of people. There
was no space next to the handle of the sliding door, making it
difficult to lock or unlock while seated in a wheelchair. I had to
get up to operate it.

@ Toilet 8 was a tower-style restroom designed for diversity.
Separate, unroofed stalls for men, women, shared use, and
multipurpose use were arranged according to usage. While
there was a signboard, the layout was complicated and the
occupancy status was difficult to discern. I heard they
addressed this issue with posted notices.

@ The toilet on the Grand Ring featured a standard layout with
a multipurpose restroom in the center flanked by separate
men's and women's restrooms on either side. The automatic
doors of the multipurpose restroom could not accommodate
wheelchair access within the preset opening and closing time,
so the user had to have an attendant hold the door open to
enter and exit.

@The Expo toilets were temporary, but key challenges
included: @ Smooth usage (number of stalls, gender ratio,
layout) @ Weather considerations (presence of stall canopies
or roofs) @ Doors and locks (wheelchair access routes, shape
and placement),@ Accessibility for diverse users (gender
differences, wheelchair and parent-child usage times, pathways
and building layout) I'm grateful to have experienced this.
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A Circular Society at the Osaka Expo INAGAKI Hiroko
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The Expo was known for being crowded. However, I
wanted to look the Grand Ring and visit the pavilions
without reservations.

@ While waiting, observing the structures and exteriors

During the wait, I used my folding chair and observed
the buildings’ structures. I successfully visited over ten
pavilions. The Qatar Pavilion featured QR codes placed at
regular intervals along the outer wall facing the waiting
line.

@ The German Pavilion left a deep impression

The building consists of seven circular wooden structures,
open spaces that capture natural light using renewable
materials. Guided by an audio navigator named Circular,
visitors sat on comfortable sofas while the circular floor
slowly rotated. They contemplated ways to contribute to a
circular economy while watching images reflected on the
mirrored ceiling. Freed
from the hustle of
walking, I felt a sense of
peace and experienced
a human-centered
circular society.
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World Expo and Stamp Rally MORITA Miki
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Even though it was very crowded, I decided to walk
around the Grand Ring. Also, my father, who lives with
us, said,"The 1970 World Expo was really great. You
should go too.”

@The Blue Ocean Dome

The Blue Ocean Dome was especially impressive.
Designed by Shigeru Ban, it consists of three types of
domes. The concept and visuals were superb and truly
compelling. I was also amazed by the iPS heart and
myocardial sheet exhibit at the Pasona Pavilion.

@ Stamp Rally

[ bought a Stamp Passport
notebook at the souvenir shop
after entering, and the next three
days became a relentless stamp-
collecting spree. In the end, we
collected 138 stamps and completed
the overlapping stamp challenge by
visiting 6 locations. I think the stamp
rally gave us the energy to actively
explore the pavilions.
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[ have the opportunity to meet Ms. Takako Funatsu,
a senior alumnus from my university, every month.
During these meetings, I often hear stories from her
past. I felt it was a shame to keep these stories to my-
self, so I had always wanted to share them someday
with everyone at UIFA JAPON. (See Newsletter No.
126 for Ms. Funatsu’s article on Manchuria and the
war.) So we held an event in a cozy atmosphere via a
members-only Zoom meeting.

Ms. Funatsu's father was a dam engineer who lived
with his family in Jilin Province, Manchukuo. After the
war, he was unable to return home for eight years due
to forced technical retention.

After returning to Japan, Ms. Funatsu studied
intensely and entered the Faculty of Engineering at
Hosei University, where she was reportedly the only
female student.

For the 1X1 Collection Exhibition, she displayed
beautiful photographs of Angkor Wat taken during
her visit in 1965.

She participated in many UIFA Conferences held
in many countries overseas, and had truly wonderful
experiences.

I now feel I understand a little more about the roots
of Ms. Funatsu's strength.
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